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alter the word ‘‘sixieen’’ to ‘‘seventeen.’’
That will bring it into harmony with the
other c¢lause. I move an amendment—

That in Subclause 1 of proposed Section

189 the word ‘‘sixteen’’ be struck out and

‘'seventeen’’ inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed,

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: May [ draw the
attention of the Colonial Secretary to Sub-
elavse 3 of the proposed new section. It may
be necessary now, in consequence of the
amendment which has been carried, to raise
the age in this case from 17 to 18 years. The
clause, hon, members will pee, refers to as-
saults on girls by a guardian, teacher, or
schoolmaster.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It now
rests with the Committee to say whether,
having raised the age of eonsent to 17 years,
they should increase the age in the case of
a girl interfered with by a guardian, teacher,
or schoolmaster from 17, as provided in the
clause, to 18 years. If this amendment is
not made, the first clause which has been
amended becomes meaningless.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: In view of the al-
teration which has been made in tbe diree-
tion of raising the age from 16 to 17 years,
it will be necessary, I think, to increase the
age in the clause referred to by Mr. Kirwan.
I move an amendment—

That in Subeclause 3 of proposed Section

189 the word ‘‘seventeen’’ be struck out

and ‘‘eighteen’’ ingerted in lien.

Hon. J, CORNELL: I am opposed to the
amendment. Mr. Nicholson a little while
ago sprang something on the Committee, and
out of generosity hon. members raised the
age from 16 to 17. Now he wants to go still
further, but I ean see no valid reason for
increasing the age to 18 in the clamse in
question. Persomally I do not think the
clauvse is necessary. It may be said that a
guardian, teacher, or schoolmaster may have
more influence over a girl than an outsider,
but in my opinion that is hypothetical.

Hon. J. E. DODD: There sccms to be more
reason for inereasing the age in this clanse
than in the other. Certaioly a teacher, guar-
dian, or employer has a greater hold over a
girl than the ordinary individual. T am one
of those who will go a Jong way towards
supporting many of the proposala placed be-
fore us by the societies which have sent peti-
tions here to-day. Those women are giving
intelligent thought to many of these prob-
lems, and so far as I can I want to try to
consider them fairly. But in all the matters
we epre taking on a mighty big risk. There
are many girls who ot the age of 16 know
as much as a man of 21. In many cases they
are women at 16, 17, or 18, and by passing an
amendment like this we are putting a big
lever in the hands of unseropnlous girls
or the unserupuléus parents of girls. ‘

Awmendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 8
Noes 13
Majority against .. 1
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AYES,
Hon. J. F. Allen Hon. A, Sanderson
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. H. Stewart
Hon, H, P. Colebatch Hon. J, Nicholsen
Hon. J. E. Dodd {Teller.)
Hon. J. Duffell

Nogs,
Hon. H. Briggs Hon. G. W. Milea
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. H. Milllngton
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. J. Mills
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. H. J. Saunders
Hon, J. W. Hicliey Hou, 8ir B. H. Wittenoom
Hon. J4. J. Holmes Hon, J. W, Kirwan
Houn. R. J. Lyon (Peller.)
Amendment thug megatived.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Subjeect

to better advice from you, 8ir, I proposs to
allow the question to be carried ‘‘That the
clause ag amended stand part of the Bill.”’
I then propose te move that consideration of
the report be made an Order of the Day for
Tuesday next. By that time I can have the
matter looked up, and ascertain what conse-
quential amendments to this and other clauses
will be necessary in order to put the Bill in
order, in accordance with the decision to raise
the age to 17.

Clanse, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 9—agreed to.

[The President resumed the Chair.)

Bill
ments.

again reported with further amend-

Honse adjeurned at 6.8 p.nm,

Regislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, 6th November, 1918,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at .30 p.m,,
and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Question on Notics'' and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘/Votes and Proceedings.’’]

BILL—FORESTS,
Report of Committee adopted.

ANNUATL ESTIMATES, 1918-19,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 20th October; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair.

Colonint Secretary’s Department, Hon. H.
P. Colebatech, Minister—Hen. R. H. Under-
wood (Honorary Minister) iu charge of the
votes.
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Vote—Colonial Secretary, £498,163:

Ttem, Accountant, £432.

Mr, HOLMAN: This officer is holding other
positions and receiving additional remmunera-
tion. Replies given to questions in the House
reccently stated that he was absent from his
office only a very few days. I know that
those replies were absolutely incorrect, and I
think we should have only correet informa-
tion given to the House. This item was
dealt with last year on the score of the officer
mapaging State hotels, and 1 think it should
be dealt with again on this oceasion, The
Colonial Secretary’s office is probably the
worst administered of all. Anyone will see
that who reads in the file on the Table the
minutes from the Colonial Treasurer in con-
nection with the department. We have an-
other example in the printing of these Esti-
mates. They had to be sent back, and the see-
ond edition iz not much better than the frst.
Within the last two years there has been an
increase of about 40 per cent. in the number
of clerks in this department. We should have
some explanation of that, and should be given
the full facts, X have no desire to criticise
here an officer who has not the right of reply.
Even the responsible Minister himself is not
here. There has been some most unsatisfac-
tory work in this department, and apparently
the Colonial Treasurer bad diffiewlty in secur-
ing from it the information required to place
hefore hon. members. We should have from
the Honorary Minister in charge of these
Eatimates full details of the work of the de-
partment. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle, the other evening, said that a saving
had been effected by the appointment of this
officer on the Fire Brigades Board. For two
years, when ags a member of that board I
was fighting for the volunteer movement, the
vote of this officer settled the question. There
were nine members of the board, and four
of us were for the volunteer movement, but
this officer recorded his vote and beat us
every time. They gave him £100 and he had
a trip to the East. He was appointed man-
ager of the State hotels, notwithstanding that
he has quite sufficient to do in his own office.
Another - officer altogether ought to he sel-
ected to manage the State hotels. A good
salary could well be earned in that position.
Wa ought fo bave the assurance of the Gov-
ernment that the unanimous wish of the Com-
mittee expressed by a vote last year regard-
ing the management of State hotels will be
cartied into effeet. The manager should re-
ceive a salary of £500, and devote the whole
of his time to the office. Tt appears that
while this officer on whom I am commenting
manages the State hotels, two other officers
are doing his work in the Colonial Secre-
tary's office.

Mr. SMITH: How many offices is this
officer holding? X.ast year we learnt that he
held thres or four at fairly large salaries;
and it was a marvel to me how he could per-
form all those duties. The opinion was then
expressed that he should be eonfined to his
principal office. Owing to the manner_in which
the Estimates have been drafted, it i8 impos-
sible to gather exaetly how matters stand re-
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the State hotels, a member of the Fire PBri-
gades Board, a returning officer, and an ae-
countant—a kind of Poobah. Any additicnal
work that is going should be given to re-
turned soldiers. What is the total of the var-
ious salaries drawn by this officer?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: As regards
the first proposition of the member for Mur-
chison, the inerease of £12 per annum merely
brings the officer up to his ordinary salary,
and there is really no actual ingrease. Last
vear this Committee decided that the £72 he
was paid as manager of State hotels should
net continue to be paid.

Mr, Holman: But in reply to the questions
we have learnt that it has been paid, notwith-
standing,.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: It has not been
paid. The Government did not take the vote
of the Committee a2 an inatruction that the
officer shonld not continue fo act as manager
of State hotels.

Hon. P. Collier:
“‘Hansgard.’’

Hon. B. H. UNDERWOOD: In that case,
T will see that it is earried out.

Hon. P. Collier: That is what you prom-
iged last year. What is the use of this Com-
mittee passing resolutions if the Government
disregard them?

Mr, Holman: The item was £360 last year,
and from this year’s Estimates it appears
that extra money was being paid,

Hon., R. H. UNDERWQOD: The officer
has been paid aceording to his last year's
clagsification of £472. Sinee the amount of
salary as manager of State hotels was dis-
allowed here, he has not drawn it.

Mr. Holman: On last year's Estimates the
item was £360,

Hon. R, H. UNDERWQOD: It was £432,

Mr. Holman: He rocoived £50 in sddi-
tion.

Hen, R, H. UNDERWOOD: The Fire
Brigades Board is an outside body. The ques-
tion is one of policy whether the Government
should allow any officer to hold such a posi-
tion. This appointment carries £50 a year,
which is paid, not by the Government, but by
outside boards. If Campbell does not draw
the amount, someone else will draw it. 1 have
had some eoxperience of the Fire Brigades
Board lately, and find that someone is ur-
gently required to at Ieast keep the board
within their Act. And in this conmeetion I
have yet another hoard in my mind. As to
the inerease in the number of clerks, from 17
to 21

Mr, Holman:
two last year.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Yes. Two
clerks have been taken from the Medieal De-
partment’s records. The records have been
combined. Two eclerke were paid Inst year
from the unattached vote, but they have since
been appointed permanently. There are now
no more clerks than were shown previously.
There is no actual inerease in the number of
clerks.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Honorary Minis-
ter’s explanation is not at all satisfactory, es.
p‘c-_cial_ly having regard to Ys;hat occurred when

,,,,,,

I can show it to you in

And there was an increase of
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Tet me aay, as T said last year, that I have
nothing at all against® this officer of a per-
sonal nature. So far as T know, he is an ex-
cellent officer in his public service position;
and the Government of which T was a member
were responsible for his appointment on the
Fire Brigades Board. T do not take exception
to his continning to occupy that position. But
I do take strong exception to responsible offi-
cers of the Public Service holding innumer-
ablo positions, with the resnlt that they can-
not possibly render effective service in any
one of them. That ig bad business for the
country, and ought not to be permitted. Last
year this officer was acting manager of Btate
hotels, for which work an amount of £75 was
get down, 1 moved that the amount be struck
out, and stated that my object was to secure
a competent and efficient manager for our
State hotels, whose revenus of £29,000 per
annum entitled them to the entire services of
a thoroughly capable manager, The Commit-
tee aceepted my view, and strack out the item
but the Government have entirely ignored the
vote of the Committee, and the officer has re-
tained the position ever since,

The Minister for Works: Without drawing
the salary.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That does not matter.

Mr. Holman: But he has drawn the salary.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know whether
he has or not. T moved, not on the question
of salary at all, but on the principle that an
officar holding such a position as chief ae-
countant in the Colonial Secretary’s Depart-
ment could not at the same time efficiently
act as manager of State hotels. The position
was utterly ridiculovs, and the Committee
agreed that it was ridiculons. Yet the Gov-
ernment have during the past 12 months en-
tirely ignored the Committee’s decision. This
officer’a time must be taken up fully with the
aceonats of the Colonial Secretary’s Depart-
ment if he attends to them; and there is no
department which more than the State hotels
lende itself to leakages. I need not indicate
why there is greater risk of leakage in the
State hotels; hon. members will understand
why. But the managership of the State hotels
seems to be tacked on a8 a mere adjunet, a
legs important post which can well ba filled
by an officer here In the eapital eity who may
make a trip of inspection around the State
hotels once in & while. When we had only one
State hotel, there was a profit of £4,000 or
£5,000 per year. Now that we have nine or
ten State hotels, the profit has almost vanished,
being a comparatively infinitesimal amount of
one or two hundred pounds. But, in view of
the Government’s attitude on this matter,
what can be expected! As one who has al-
woays been a strong adherent of the principle
of State hotels, I want to see the business
capably and efficiently managed. I do mnot
wish the principle to be turned down becanse
of incompetent control. If the State hotels
cannot afford a salary of £500 for their man-
ager, the Government had better sell up the
hotels and get out of the business altogether.
Apart from this officer’s connection with the
8tate hotels, it is apparent that he ia receiv-
ing an increase. TUnless that inference is in-
correct, the information supplied in these Es-
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timates is incorrect, because the Estimatessay
that the officer drew £420 last year and they
set down for him £432 this year.

The Minister for Works: The matter is
guite plain.

BHon. P, COLLIER: It is by no means
plain to me. No doubt the Minister for
\Works will assist the Homorary Minister to
make it plain. [ know it is a difficult
task piloting Estimates through this Honas,
and although I have never been in charge of
the Coloninl Secretary’s Estimates, I appre-
ciate the fact that they are perhaps the moat
difficult of all the Estimates to get through
the Chamber becavse of the great variety of
subjects with which they deal. Anyhow I am
going to belp the Minister so far as I can, but
1 am justified in raising a protest with regard
to this item. I take it this officer drew the
salary he was entitled to draw as accountant
in the Colonial Secretary’s department. What
was his clagsified salary?

Hon. R. H, Underwood: Last year he drew
£426. This year hs draws £432.

Hon. P. COLLIER: My copy of the Esti-
mates says £420. The resolution of the Com-
mittee last vear had nothing to do with his
position as aecountant, It only affected his
position as acting manager of the Siate hotels.
When the House struck out the amount pro-
vided as extra remuneration for managing the
State hotels it was natvral that the officer
would draw his full classified salary as account-
ant.

The Minister for Works: He drew £360 as
accountant.

Hor. P. COLLIER: Well, if the Minister
for Works knows all about it he had better
explain it.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: This is
the position as it appears to me: the Commit-
tee decided that he should not draw the £72
any longer. He had already drawn £60 of
that sum over & period of 12 months and plus
the £360, which wag his salary, we get a total
of £420 for the financial year.

Mr. HOLMAN: That is & very nice explana-
tion indeed.

The Minister for Works: I have given facts.

Mr. HOLMAN: They are not facts. The
Minister for Works should speak about matters
that he knows something of. There must be
something radically wrong if what the Minis-
ter said is correct. The Estimates show that
the asccountant received £420 last year. The
Premier’s reply to a question I asked a few
days ago said that the officer received £42 as
allowance from another vote in ¢onnection with
the State hotels. Will the Treasurer explain
where he got that money from? In addition
to the £420 the officer pot £42 from another
vote and in addition £20 odd for travelling
expenses.

The Minister for Works: You have beaten

me.

Mr, JOLMAN: I am taking the reply the
Premier gave in answer to my puestion on
the 29th October. I knew the Minister for
Works was wrong. Ha should speak of some-
thing that he knows a little about. What
bents me is that on last year’s Eatimates, the
vote set down was £360. In addition to that
it was stated that the officer was going to be
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paid £72 as acting manager of the State hotels,
making his salary £432, What do we find has
been donet Last year the officer received £42¢
from the Colonial Secretary’s Department as
accountant and in addition, from some other
vote, he was paid £42 gs allowance, and had
we not entered a protest against this under-
hand system of paying, he would have received
more. But the fact remains he did receive £42
in addition to the £420. Let us know what
we are doing, and let va have the amount in
one vote,

The Colonial Treasurer: We cannot do that.

Mr. HOLMAN: Hon. members are entitled
to know what is being done. I do not object
to paying a man a good salary if he is worth
it, but I do object to greasing the fat pig
and paying an officer various sums of money
by eubterfuge, and an officer, too, who ean go
gallivanting around the country and get others
to perform his work while he is away. The
faet that the Treasurer refused to pay money
to the Fire Brigades Board showa that there
was something wrong, and it was only when
it came to the final request for the payment of
the men’s wages, that he gave way. Was that
not sof

The Colonial Treasurer: Yes.

Mr. HOLMAN: That kind of thing will have
to be stopped.

Mr. Hardwick: He was doing accountancy
work at the State hotels,

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, but he was not doing
his work at the office during that time, and
for doing the accountancy work at the hotels
he received an allowance while somebody else
had to do the work in Perth. What I cannot
understand is that on last year’s Estimates
the vote was set down as £360.

The Premier: No, £420,

Mr. HOLMAN: It is £360 on the copy of
the Estimates I have.

Hon, P. Collier; And on mine.

Mr. Green: And or mine.

The Premier: The amount of £420 is as it
was pasgsed by the House,

Mr. Smith: It is £420 in my Estimates.

Mr. HOLMAN: And he was paid £420%

Hon, B. H. Underwood: Because that wag
hia uaual salary.

Mr. HOLMAN: In addition to that £420
he received an allowance of £42 and £20 ex-
penses, bringing the total up to £480. It is
not too much to ask that we should be fur-
nished with a detailed return showing the
expenditure in connection with the State
hotela. The Premier in answering my question
gaid that thia officer wag absent from
his office for one day. It would be illum-
inating to pget a returm from the Fire
Brigades Board of the amount this officer
has drawn for expenses at 21s. a day
gince he bas been on the board. In order
to enter a protest against this system of pre-
senting the Estimates, I intend to move in the
direction of reducing the vote by £12.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: Make it £1.

Mr. HOLMAN: Very well. T move an
amendment—

That the item be redueed by £1.
When this subject was being debated last year,
at the end of the debate the memher for Han-
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nans {(Mr, Munsie) said, ‘‘Let him stick to
his accountaney’’ and the impression loft then
was that the officer was going to be removed
frem the position of acting manager of the
State hotels. [t was stated them that the
work was important enough to have a good
officer and that be would more than save his
own salary.  There was a long discussion
about it

Hon. P. Collier: The Colonial Treasurer
agreed with my contention that he ought not
to be manager of the State hotels.

Mr. HOLMAN: T do not think this system
is vight. Tt is not fair, and does not give us
an opportupity of judging exactly what an
officer is receiving. If he is worth £600 let us
pive it to him in a straightforward manner.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: There is gome
misunderstanding in regard to the amount this
officer has been drawing.

MHon. I Collier: In 1915 he drew £432.

Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD: This wag his
ordinary salary, Last year he got £72 from
another vote, and that was struck off his or-
dinary salary, That is where the difference comes
in. What he i being paid to-day was what be was
being paid in 1914-15. For seven months of
the year he had been acting under the impres-
gion that he was drawing the money for the
year, and he did draw it for several months
until it was cut off. The salary of £432 is a
poor salary for that position.

Hon, P. Collier: We do not question that,

Houn, R. H, UNDERWOQOD: There is no in-
erease in thigsalary. In regard to State hotels, I
agree, in toto, with what the leader of the
Opposition has said, that a man who is an
accountant ecannot devote sufficient time to
managing State hotels. T asked the member
for Murchigon to make his reduction £1. TIf
the Committee carries this reduction it means
that the Government mnst appoint a manager
of the State hotels.

Mr. Teesdale: At £600 a year.

Hon. R. H, UNDERWOOD: That may be
left to the Governmcnt. On these grounds 1
am prepared to gecept the decision of the
Committee.

Mr. TEESDALE: If this man is doing the
work well at present it would be a great mis.
take to force the Government to appoint a
special manager for the State hotels. Fur-
thermore, there is very little complaint so far
as this officer is concerned. I hope the Com-
mittee will not be used to further the personal
ends of any hon. member. I heard the mem-
ber for Murchison last year speak on this
same vote, and T eannot help thinking that
there i8 more than an anxiety on behalf of the
public in regard to this discussion. Appar-
ently the hon. member and the officer concerned
have come into confliect in connection with
spome matter.

Mr. Holman: That is incorrect.

Mr. TEESDALE: I understand that Mr.
Camphell did not seek this position, and that
it was practically forced upon him. The result
of the last reduction is that this officer is now
earrying out these duties without any pay-
ment. )

Hon. P, Collier: That is the fault of the
Government in not carrying out the wishes of
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the Committee and making & speeial appoint-
ment,

Mr, TEESDALE: Extra work has now been
but on to this officer, without his receiving
any payment for it, and I am not going to be
a party to assisting in that being done for
the future. I trust we will not allow any per-
sonal motives to influence us in thia question,
Thia officer has received nothing for the man-
agement of the State lotels. In connection
with the fire brigades board, he has devoted
ane day per month at the rate of £50 a year.
He hag practically filled positions which carry
an aggregate salary of £1,104, of which he
has received £482,

Houn. P. Collier:
month in a hotel,

Mr. TEESDALE: Thare have been fair
profits made under the management of this
officer.

Hon. P, Collier: They are wot shown in the
Estimates,

Mr. TEESDALE: I understand they
amount to £3,000. I hope hon. members wilt
not create a similar position to that which
oceurred in regard to an officinl who was
dealt with some few days ago.

Mr. ANGELO: I must support the amend-
ment. Civil servants d¢ not make good busi-
ness men. They have to spend most of their
time in a certain groove. Even if we coull
have the services of this officer for nothing
in the State hotels department, I think it
would be bad business to employ him. We
should have an expert to manage these hotels
if we are going to continue them, although 1
am opposed to the principle altogether. An
effort should be made to get back the profits
which were being made before this ridicu-
lous arrangement was put into effect,

Mr. PICKERING: I support the amend-
ment on the ground that last year the Hono-
rary Minister advocated that an expert
should be put in to manage the State hotels.
This, however, has not been done. Tt is es-
gential that the State hotels should be effi-
ciently managed. I do not believe in the
present principle.

Mr. GREEN: The amendment has my sup-
port. If there is any man in the service who
should have his operations restricted to ome
pesition it is Mr. Campbell. My knowledge
of him, as president of the fire brigades
board, shows me that he ig totally unfitted
for that position. The position was pre-
viously occupied by the member for Murchi-
son, and during his oecupancy of it he gave
satisfaction alike to the board and the em-
ployees. By some change in the wheel of
fortune, the hon. member was displaced and
Mr. Campbell put there instead. Durinpg
that time the union of permanent firemen
had been trying to get redress in vegard to
the amounts that were paid to them, in
contrast to what was being paid in the other
States,

The CHATRMAN: We are not discussing
the fire brigades board at present,

Mr, GREEN: Am I not in order in dis-
cussing & man who holds the po‘sjtion of

You can lose £1,100 a
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The CHAIRMAN: The question before the
Committee is the reduction of this item by
£1. It has nothing to do with the fire brig-
ades board.

Mr. GREEN: In the circumstances I will
regerve my remarks to the time when we are
dealing with the fire brigades board.

Mr, HOLMAN: Certain motives have been
imputed to me. Knowing the source from
which these imputations emanated, I did not
take very much notice of them, but to show
what the position really is T will quote some
minutes from a file dealing with this officer,
hoth in his position as accountant in the
Clolonial Secretary’s Department and also in
connection with his work on the fire brigades
board. The auditor’s report which appears
on this file states—

T have to report having examined the
accounts of moneys received and paid to
the Fire Brigades Board for the year
ended 31st December, 1917, as provided
for by Section 51 of the Fire Brigades
Act of 1917. A consolidating Act came
into force last year and the Estimates for
the vear are framed under the provisions
of this Act. But the approval of the
Estimates had not been obtained in ae-
cordance with Section 40, particularly as
to Subsections {a) and {¢) aod the ex-
penditure of the Estimates has been, there-
fore, illegal. In this connection I should
mention that the secretary to the board
wrote to the Under Secretary of the Colo-
niz] Secretary’s Department giving full
particulars of the Estimates and asking
for the approval of the Governor in ac-
cordance with the section and received a3
letter in rteply stating that this had been
done. Tut I find on investigation that the
blame for the neglect rests with the Colo-
nial SBecretary’s department.

The comments of the Minister
illuminating. = . '

The Minister for Works: Who iz the aud-
itor, the Auditor Generalf

Mr. HOLMAN: No, the auditor of the de-
partment, and it is borne ¢ut by the Auditor
General himself.

The CHATRMAN: Wounld it not be better
to deal with this matter wnder the Fire Bri-
gades Board?

Mr. HOLMAN: T am dealing with this
officer. Here iz 2 minute written by the Col-
onial Secretary to the Colonial Treasurer and
T will read it to give an idea how the business
is ecarried on—

Report and letters below have just
reached me, It is astounding to me to find
on the one hand positive agsertion and om
the other complete denial regarding ques-
tions of fact. The truth in thege cases
should be easily ascertainable and the
offender should be dealt with severdly. 1
snggest that the Auditor (leneral be asked
to personally investigate—H.P.C.

That ia the signature of the Colonial Secre-
tary. The Colonial Treasurer then wrote to
the Anditor General as follows:—

My colleague sugpests that you should
took into this matter personally. In per-

I T L. T T L. - ]

are very
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that apparently little notice is taken of
your comments, and it seems to me that if
better results are to be obtained it will be
necessary, where carelessness or other faults
are revealed in reports, that the officers
ghall be suspended pending satisfactory ex-

Planations, I dor’t want the Aunditor Gen-

eral’s Department to he treated either as

a joke or as condemnation to be merely

pigeon-holed, Let us try a suspension or

two and see how it will act.
Here is another statement about this oflicer,
The whole of this work has been placed in this
ollicer’s hands, and I know it.

Hen. R, H. Underwood: Tt is the Colonial
Treasurer’s work. Tt has nothing to do with
the Colonial Secretary.

Mr. HOLMAN; This is the auditor’s re-
port in connection with the fire brigades, Tt
snys—

An amount of £3,830 has beeu entirely
omitteld from the statement., Moreover, the
rash and bank balanee at the beginning of
the period and the bank balance at the elose
of the period are not shown.

Perhaps a reply will be received that this
statement is not correet, hut here is the And-
itor General’s decision—*‘1 agree with the
ingpector.”’

Mr. Teesdale: These are charges of incom-
petency that you are bringing now.

Mr. HOLMAN: The accountant had all
these matters before him, The Honorary
Minister knows the position of sceretary to the
Fire Brigades Board has nothing to do with
it. These matters go through thea finance
committee and he is chairman of that com-
mittee. I was pleased to be relieved of the
duties, While 1 was there I fixed up a satis-
factory agreement for the whole of the voli-
unteer firemen of the Siate. I fostered the
volunteer system and this officer was object-
ing to my action all the time,

Mr. Teesdale: Tt is said you attended balf
the meetinga duriug five years,

Mr. HOLMAN: That is incorrect. The two
years’ salary which I received from the Fire
Brigades Board I expended in buying a shield
which I presented to the Fire Brigades for
competition,

Mr. Teeadale:
science money.

Mr, HOLMAN: These men have not re-
coived the itreatment which they should have
received. As far as conseience is concerned,
1 should like to know what the hon. member
has to say. He is a mere mouthing tool who
dares not speak for himself but is a mouth-
ing servile tool whose actions are diseredited
throughout the State to-day and he earries
them out for base political purposes,

The Minigter for Works: I objeet to the
hon. member talking like that.

Mr. HOLMAN: T have no purpose to ferve
in bringing this matter forward. It is said
that this officor was absent for one day, but
I assert that he was absent day after day,
and if a return is called for it will show the
nomber of days he was absent from his office,
when he was pail a gninea a day for acting
on the Fire Brigades Board.

Mr. Smith: What expenses did he receive
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Hon, 1'. Collier: He would get 16s. or 18a.
a qlay for that,

Mr, HOLMAN: He would get more than
that, It is stated that he was absent from
his oflice one day but [ can show that he
was absent many days. He was absent for
seventeen working days inspecting  seven
hotels, Tt is stated also that lhe received
£22 16s. 6d, as well as £40 allowance. In all
he received £62 6s, 6d. for inspecting seven
hotels.

The Minister for Worka:
and travelling expenses,

Mr. HOLMAN: There were no railway
fares, Tt is an allowance which he reccived.

Hon, P. Uollier;: He would not pay for hig
hoard at the State hotels.

Mr. HIOLMAXN: No. He would not pay any-
thing at these hotels for drinks or for hoard.

My, Bmith: You ought to know for ecrfain
hefore waking such remarks,

Mr. HOLMAXN: T do not think he wonld
pay anything at State hotels when he goes
there, 1 am satisfied the sooner we put this
officer in his proper place and keep him there
the hetter. As far as being absent on one
day is concerned, T know that at times he
lias been absent day after day from his office.
The Premier has only to ask for a return from
the TFire Brigades Board as t6 how manv
guineas this officer received and he will soon
find out how many days the officer was nh-
sent from his office. T am one of the oldest
fire hrigades men in the State and T ecan as-
sure members that the volunteer firemen will
get my assistance and support.

Hon. P. COLLTER: T agree with the mem-
her for Roebourne that this House shounld not
he made a echannel through whirh personal
attarks should be made on anvone, much less
public servants, As far as T know, no mem-
ber is actuated by personal consideration
in regard to this officer, and T repeat T have
no concern about this officer at all in any
capacity except so far as he occupies the pesi-
tion of acting manager of State hotels. T
object to him there, not that T allege that he
is ineapahle, or that I make any charge
against him, but because in my opinion it is
utterly impossible for any offcer to do justice
to both positions. If the Committee reduce the
vote by £1, T understand the Minister will
take it as an instruction that this officer
shall no lenger occupy the position as mana-
ger of State hotels, T will accept the Minis-
ter's assurance, but T wonld like to point
out that a similar assurance was given last
vear by another Minister when an item of
£72, payment for that position, was under
congideration, and was struck out. A simifar
promise was then made that the position
ought not to be held longer by the aceount-
ant of the Clolonial Secretary’s department,
and now, after the lapse of 12 montba, the
same eondition of things exists. The faet
that this officer occupies this positior proves
that the control of State hotels for the first
time is under the control of the Colonial
Scerotary, and if for no other reason than
that, the officer should be removed from the
position and we should remove the control of
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department altogether, and place it under
auother Minister. The department is already
loaded with so many sub-departments that
the Minister has practically become a rubber
stamp. This condition of things has been
allowed to continue during the Iast 12
months in regard to this officer. I shall ac-
cept the assurance of the Minister that the
Goverpment will give effect to the vote of
the Committee.

Mr, Teesdale: What profit has been made
by the State hotels through the management
of this official?

The PREMIER: I am not aware that any
distinet understanding was given that this
officer should not c¢ontinue to do this work.
But the £72 was taken off the Estimates on
the upderstandiug that he would not receive
any payment.

Hon, P. Collier: No. If the Minister makes
that statement I shall be foreed to read
liBansard.,’

The PREMIER: He was not to receive any
payment for attending to his duties as mana-
ger of Btate hotels.

Hon. P. Collier: It was not a question of
denying him his salary; it was the prineiple
of hia doing the work which was under con-
sideration.

The PREMIER: That might have been
stated by some hon. members.

Hon, P. Collier: It was, and it was ac-
¢epted by the Colonial Treasurer.

Mr, HOLMAN: These were the words 1
used when moving my motion: ‘‘In view
of the expressed opinion of the Committee
that the accountant should stick to his ae-
countancy T move ‘That the item be re-
duced.’” ?

The PREMIER: The Public Service Com-
migsioner was requested to go through the
departments and make inquiries with a view
to recommending economies. He recom-
mended that the position of manager of the
State hotels should be abolished and that the
work should be done by the Colonial Secre-
tary’s department. He recommended that
for performing the work of manager of State
hotels this officer should receive £72 per
annum in addition to his salary as account-
ant, I think the salary paid to the previous
manager was £500.

Hon. P. Collier: And you removed him in
the ‘prime of life, and are now paying him a
pension of £4 per week in order that this
officer might get £72 per acnum, That is
the kind of economy effected.

The PREMIER: I do not know what the
late manager is getting by way of pension.
Even if he is receiving £4 per week, that
would amount to about £200 which, together
with the £72 paid to the accountant, makes
£272; 30 there would still be a saving of over
£200 per arnum,

Hon., P. Collier: Marvellons!

The PREMIER: That is the position. The
Public Service Commissioner, after exhaus-
tive juquiries, recommended the Government
to adopt this new arrangement, I am in-
formed thbat the work of menaging the State
hotels has been better carried out under the
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accountant und that, moreover, there has
been more profit than when the previow
manager had control. In the circumstances
I do unot think the change was detrimenta
to the public service. If the Committes de
cides that the position should not be helc
by the accountant or by any other officer of
the public serviee, it is for the Committee tc
decide. If we revert to the old system, J
suppose we shall have to provide a salary
of £300 or £400 per annum, perhaps more
The old manager reeceived £500. We are en
deavouring to effect econmomies. Economy
has been effected by this recent arrangement
and I think it is in the interests of the
country that the arrangement should be al
lowed to continue. However, if the Commit
tee considers the work can be better earriad
out by someone specially appointed, it is fo
the Committee to say.

Mr., TEESDALE: I am informed by the
Honorary Minister that the profit mad«
under this official’s management last yeai
amounted to £2,500, and that for the yeai
previous to his taking over the managemen
it was £1,200, In the eircumstances, and
seeing that it is so necessary to effect ¢cono
mies and do the best we can financially, ]
think the present arrangement should be al
lowed to continue.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The profit made las
year by the State hotels as against the pre
fit made in the preceding year proves no
thing at all, There may have been in th
one year a very considerable expenditure or
stock or on repairs, additions and improve
ments, whereas there may have been no simi
lar expenditure in the sueceeding year. 1]
have koown £1,200 to be spent in a fowm
weeks at the Dwellingup State hotel. Th
only comparison of any value would be t¢
compare like with like, the stock purchased
during the one year with that purchaged
last year, the expenditure on repairs and
improvements in the ome year as againsl
o similar expenditure in the other year. Un
less we can seo all these details the ¢comparison
is of no value. I was prepared to accept the
promise of the Honorary Minister in regar(
to this position until the Premier spoke. Wi
have had from the head of the Governmeni
the statement that he considers the arrange
ments of the past year entirely satisfactory
that it resulted in cconomical management,
that it meant an increased profit, and that if
ought to conmtinue. Apparently it means thai
the existing condition of things is to endure
notwithstanding the vote of the Commities
But while the leader of the Government say:
he believes the present arrangement to be
entirely satisfactory, the Honorary Ministe:
in charge of the KEstimates says, ‘I agret
with the attitude expressed by bon. members;
I agree that this officer ought mot to be ir
control of the State hotels, and if the Com
mities carries the motiop it shall be given
affect to.’’

Hon. B. H. Underwood: The accountani
cannot manage the hotels.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is the position
The Premier says he can.

The Premier: No.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier expressed
bis own personal opinion that this arrange-
ment for the control of the State hotels has
been entirely satisfactory, has resulted in in-
creaged profit and ought to be continued,
‘Where are we? Am I to accept the assurance
of the Honorary Minister in charge of the
Egtimates, or the decision of the Premier?

The Premier: There ia no decision. It is
for the Committee to decide.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then the Government
have no opinion on the matter?

The Premier: They have.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Government say
they have no opinion om the subjeet, but are
prepared to accept any opinion coming from
the Committee. No wonder the affairs of the
State are drifting! One Minister says the
present conditions are not satisfactory, and
the Premier says they are entirely satisfac-
tory., Then, following that up, we have the
assurance from the Premier that the Govern-
ment have no opinion on the subjeet, but will
take the decision of the Committee. The Gov-
ernment ought to accept responsibility, If
they have no opinion in respect to the comtrol
of State hotels, what is to be expected of
them in regard to the control of huge depart-
ments? We have had too many exhibitions
of this want of policy on the part of the Gov-
ernment,

Mr, HARDWICK: I am astonished at the
energy of some members in regard to this
question. One hon. member suggested that
some friction existed between the member for
Murchison and this partieular officer under
discussion, I think it is well known to almost
every memhber that there has been, and per-
haps still is, some sueh Iriction. I think the
leader of the Opposition should help the Gov-
ernment in this, and not seek to increase ex-
penditure when we are out for economies. Yn-
variably it will be found that there is an ex-
cellent mansger in charge of each State hotel.
The hotel business is managed on percentages.
If a manager should prove dishonest, his dis-
honesty is refleeted in his percentages, which
are the only safeguard the department ecan
have. The leader of the Opposition suggests
that we should make a new appointment at
£500 or £600 & year, What would be the usa
of it? The hotel managers are being watched,
on the one hand by the people they cater for,
while on the other hand the percentages are
relied upon to show whether the business is
bheing condueted in n proper manner. The
Committee would be very unwise to believe
that by appointing 4 manager as suggested,
they are going to improve the position.

Mr, NAIRN: The leader of the Opposition
is somewhat ingenious in his method of at-
tack, but aleo unfair. He chose as the basia
of this attack on the Government the fact
that a profit had bean made on the State
hotels. A question was asked whether the un-
dertaking had shown a larger profit this year
than last year, and the reply was that this
year the profit had increased considerably.
The leader of the Opposition then, without
any attempt at proof, sought to destroy the
valee of that statement.

Hon. P. Collier: T 3id not.
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Mr. NATRN: The profit shown here is the
result of an audited balanee sheet, not of
monthly statements. The balance sheet takes
into account all the things to which the leader
of the Opposition attaches no importance. The
hon, gentleman would be right if be had con-
fined the application of his remarks to
monthly statements, which are, in effect,
merely cash statements. But it is unfair to
the manager, when he shows a largely in-
creased profit, to condemn him and say that a
change must be made. No doubt there is
something in favour of appointing a man
whose sole duty it would be to attend to the
State hotels; but such an appointment should
not be made on the lines suggested by the
Jeader of the Opposition, More especiaily in
view of the position disclosed by the balance
sheet, would we be justified in committing the
State hotels to a further expenditure of £500
or £600 per annum? As regards some of these
hotels, any one of them might show the whole
profit without its being exztravagantly largs;
but some of them make losses. The Caves
Houge, for instance, i likely always to show
a loss. TUnless we have the separate balance
sheets of the individual establishments before
us, we cannot fairly judge the position. If
the Honorary Minister will inform us of the
result of each hotel’s trading, we shall know
exactly where we are,

Hon. P. COLLIER: This discussion, if it
has served no other purpose, has brought to
light new leaders of the Government. The
member for Swan, having a conscience and
knowing the responsibility he owes to the coun-
try for the present Government, can always
be depended upon fo do a bit of very special
pleading on behalf of his creation, especially
when the case against the Government is strong-
est. If the hon. membver is in possession of
information regarding the profits of the Btate
hoteis, the Committee shouvld have that definite
information from the Minister, Are the Com-
mittee to be given information in a surrep-
titious fashion? The member for Roebourne is
first prompted with some official information
contained in a’ paper which he reads without
understanding it, and then, later, the member
for Swan is supplied with more information
behind the backe of the Committee.

Mr, Nairn: No.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Commitiee are en-
fitled to the follest information from the Min-
ister in charge, who should not pass around
information surreptitiovsly as if he were
aghamed to give it himgelf, not hand it to this
member or that member bebind him to be
given out to the Committee. That is the way
the buginess of this Chamber is being c¢on-
dueted. T shall not be surprised if, after T
8it down, some other member will prove to have
been supplied with further documents while I
am on my feet. I shall not be surprised if
some other member springs wp from another
eorner of the Chamber with gome -forther in-
formation for the Committee as soor 8s I
have finished. I adhere to every word I have
said on the snbject of the State hotels, not-
withstanding the special pleading of the mem-
ber for Swan as to the £1,300 profit. I base
my criticism not upon any menthly statement
at all, but upon the annual profits. T said that
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that mere statement &8s to profits proved no-
thing unless we had the fullest information,
I did not condemn the statement as to profits.

Mr. Nairn: Would not the fullest informa-
tion be contained in the balance sheet?

Hon, P. COLLIER: No, not necessarily.

Mr, Nairn: You do not know what you arve
talking about.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Do I not? I know a
little more about this business than the mem-
ber for Swan knows, If the whole of the ex-
penditure, including expenditure for stock, for
improvements and rdditiong to hotels, and for
all the other items I enumerated, is included
in the balance shest on which this profit of
£1,300 is shown, let us have it. Let ua be
assured that the comparison of this year with
last year is & comparison of like with like. Let
us be sure that there has been an equal
amount of expenditure in both years on what
the Colonial Treasurer wounld cajl unforeseen
items. In the abeence of such information, my
argument was perfectly legitimate and honest
and fair, and the member for Swan has no
right to say I indulged in unfair criticism.
I challenge the hon. member now to get the
information from his Minister, or to request
the Minister himself to give full particulars
to the Committee.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: We are pot sup-
posed to be discussing State hotels now.

Fon. P. DOLLIER: The fact is, however,
that we are discussing them. We have been
discussing them, and we are going to continue
to diseuss them. I weant this matter definitely
cleared up. My point ia that I wish to com-
pare those items I have enwmerated. Before
I admit the value of the increased profit, I
went to know whether last year’s expenditnre
upon puch items was equal to the previous
year’s expenditure upon them.

Mr. Nairn: But you assumed that the profits
weore not fair.

Hon, P. COLLIEE: No. I said that was
possible. I raised the point justifiably and
legitimately, because I know how things of
that kind are sometimes condueted. There
may be, on the merits, an absolute improve-
ment on previous years. On the other hand,
& fair comparison may show that the position
is woree, and even much worse, than in pre-
vious years. Now let me deal with the other
leader of the Government who has sprung up.
The whip has for the moment assumed the
leadership; a new Daniel has come to judg-
ment. The member for East Perth talks ahout
percentages. It is quite true that hotels are
Ton upoen percentages. Can a man who is sup-
posed to have his time taken up with the duties
of chief accountant of an important depart-
ment like the Colonial Seecretary’s, have the
time to devote to a elose, analytical examina-
tion of the percentages of all these hotels
week by week? These percentages must be
taken frequently and speedily in order to keep
a check on the staff. The thorough discharge
of that duty in the control of eight or nine
hotels cannot be done except by a man devot-
ing the whole of his time and energy to that
particular work. The member for East Perth
referred to appointments in comnection with
State hotels, and gaid that sometimes 50 or 60

applications were received for a vacaney, Ur
doubtedly the Government do get good mer
That reminds me that in this very Chamber
listened to a whole night’s debate centrin
around a severe, vemomous, entirely politics
criticism of the Sceddan Government for th
appointment of a particular man to the max
agement of a State hotel, it being alleged tha
he was appointed merely because he happens
to ba a political supporter of ours, It wa
contended that that wes & shecking case o
spoils to the victors.

Mr. Hardwick: Was that man asked t
regign?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member woul
do well not to be personal.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That man had the bes
record of all the managers.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not going to ente
into that manager’s merits. It was alleged tha
the Scaddan Government, of which I was
member, appointed & manager becauss he ha
cast a vote in the ballot box for Labour. Nov
during the existence of the present Governmer
a brother of a Minister has been appointa
manager of a State hotel—a brother of M
Baxter, the Honorary Minister.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: Why should not b
ba appointed?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not saying ths
he should not be. But I cannot help eallin
to mind the abuse which was heaped upon th
Seaddan QGovernment in the same comnectioi
and in view of that abuse I am justified i
ealling attention to the faet that if that eas
was one of spoils to the victors, then spoils t
the victora is rampant to-day. I know th
man to whom I have alluded; I believe he !
a man of excellent character and a good ma
in every way; but I understand that he bz
never previously been in an hotel as manage
or controller, However, he is a brother of or
of the present Ministers.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The CHATRMAN: I wish to draw the af
tention of members to the fact that the Cow
mittee is disenssing an amendment to redue
the salary of the atcountant of the Coloni:
Seerctary’s Department, and the debate ha
grown into a discussion of the managemen
of State hotels. T understand the objeet o
the amendment is to protest against one office
holding two positions. Therefore some rei
erence to State hotels is necessary. But it i
quite obvions that a comparison of the Lalane
gheets of State hotels which has been made i
outside the limits of the present amendment
and I therefore ask members to confine them
selves to arguments showing the differen
positions are incompatible and to refrai
from criticism of the conduet of the office
concerned in any other capacity than that o
accountant. Any member who pgoes outsid
that limit I shall rule out of order.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I have no wish to trani
gress your ruling, although your concludin
words contain something in the nature of
threat. We have been digcussing the item fo
the past hour or two, and I do not kno
whether it is because you anticipate we migh
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still take a wider range that has prompted
you to give the decision which you have given,
or whether, having had an opportunity of ma-
ture consideration during the dinner adjourn-
ment, that you have considered it necessary to
tighten wp the discussion. For my part I do
not desire to transgress your ruling, except
that [ should like always as a matter of prin-
¢iple to have the seope of the discussion de-
fined at the outset of the debate and not at
the finish, more particularly after there haas
been an adjournment. However, 1 have fin-
ighed, and I do not propose to say more on
this subject. I have explained mwy opinion
fully, freely, and I hope not uafairly.

Mr. Smith: Possibly.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope not unfairly. I
have expressed my opinion fully on the State
hotel management by thig officer, but when we
adjourned I made the vemark that I regretted
that a brother of a Minister had been ap-
pointed to the position ¢f manager of a State
hotel. In doing so T stated that the gentle-
man appointed had had no previous experience
of hotel management. I am informed that I
have been mistaken, I had in mind another
brother. I want to say that when I made the
remark the Honorary Minister asked the ques-
tion, ‘*Why shouvld he not?’’ I should like to
anawer that question by asking it alse, ‘‘ Why
should he not?’’ I make no complaint and
no ¢herge. T have alvays endeavoured to re-
frain from personalities or charges of that
kind. I have always felt, if I may transgress
for a moment, that the faet that a person
may be a brother, a father, an uncle, an aunt,
or a sister of a member of Parliament or a
Minister of the Crown shovld not in itself
bar a person from oecupying a position in-
pide the service if he is fit for it. [ only
bhrought it forward in regard to the criticism
of the Government of which I was a member.
T am content to let the matter rest.

Mr. LAMBERT: T support the amendment,
for the reason that the time is opportune for
a eclear review of the position of State hotels.
¥ made a gimilar statement on the last Esti-
mates, and I repeat it. Certainly we are npot
getting the return from the State hotels that
we should be getting, The conduct of some of
the hotels is certzinly far from desirable.

The CHAYRMAN: T must ask the hon, mem-
ber to confine himself to the amendment be-
fore the Chair, that is, that the item ‘‘Ac-
countant in the Colomial Secretary’s Depart-
ment '’ be reduced by £1. We are only dealing
with the Colonial Secretary’s Department, and
not with the Eatimates of the State hotels. I
ask members to believe me that I desire to
give them every opportunity, every possible
Iatitude, but T eannot conduvet the business by
allowing a diseussion to take place on an item
of the Colonial Seeretary’s Department which
has nothing to do with State hotels

Mr., HOLMANXN: This question revolves
round State hotels. Thia officer, the account-
ant in the Colonial Secretary’s Department,
holds » dual office. There was a unanimous
vote last year that the officer counld not eontrol
the two departments, the aeccounts branch
of the Colonial Secretary's office and the
State hotels. The vote tonight is to say
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whether the Committee agree to the officer
holding those positions. It is impossible to
carry on the debate without discussing the
two positions. When we criticise this officer
we must criticise him as accountant and hold-
ing the other position. By holding the posi-
tion of manager of State hotels he has to
have more assistance in his office. It would
be better to go on with the debate than have
this discussion over again when we reach the
vote ‘‘State hotels.’? If we confine our re-
marks to the officer’s position as accountant,
we shall have to repeat the arguments pre-
sently. I do not desire to disseni from your
ruling, but we should have an epportunity of
discussing the two positions.

The CHATRMANXN: T thought I made it
perfectly clear to the Committee that there is
an amendment before the Chair te reduce
the item of accountant by £1. The Committee
is disenssing the Colonial Seeretary’s Depart-
ment, and I must ask members to confine their
remarks to the item aecountant, Colonial See-
retary’s Department,

Mr. HOLMAN: I gave as my reason for
moving the amendment not that T desire that
the accountant’s salary be reduced, but to
protest against this officer being taken away
from his office to do other work.

Hon. T. WALKER: With all due defer-
ence to your ruling, it was distinctly stated
by the Minister in charge of the items that
he wonld take the amendment to mean, if
enrried, that the officer under discussion
should relinquish his management of State
hotels, and the whole discussion has ranged
round that very point, whether the aceount-
ant should be permitted to hold the dual posi-
tions of accountant, alao manager of State
hotels. The whole debate now is on that very
point, Omne cannot avoid, therefore, introdue-
ing State hotels and State hotel management,
becanse this officer i3 the manager of the
State hotels. It is unfortunate that we should
have to dliscuss it umier the Colonial Seere-
tary’s Department, but the misfortune is
crcated hy the faet that the officer holds the
ual positions. Tt is inevitable, if the Com-
mittee are to be correctly informed as to what
he is doing, that we should disewss the two
pesitions.

The CHATRMAN: The member for Kan-
owna has made my position perfectly clear.
What I said in stopping the member for Cool-
gardie from going into the whole position of
the management of State hotels, was that we
have an item on the Estimates dealing with
State hotels, and it was to prevent a diseuns-
gion for two or three hours under the item
accountant and then to have another discus-
sion later on. How could a Chairman prevent
a diseussion taking place when we come tfo
State hotels? Tt was to prevent a repetition
of present arguments that I desired to keep
ag far as possible, within the four corners of
the item aceountant, Colonial Seerctary’s De-
partment.

Hon. T. Walker: Accountant and manager
of State hotels.

Mr. LAMBERT: Last year I spoke in
connection with this matter, and I thought
then and I still think there is something radi-
cally wrong with the manapement of the State
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hotels., A really good example may be given
by quoting the fact that to-day we have a
whole community in one district held up by
reason of the fact that a State hotel is sup-
plying liquor to 200 or 300 people, and that
those people are so drunk that they are not
able to work, I refer to the distriet of Gwalia,
where the Sons of Gwalia mine has had to
shut down on that account. Tt is a pity that
some alteration has not been made, Of course
the officer holding the position iz anxioug to
do his hbest, but his duties in the Colonial
Secretary’s Department will not permit of
that management or scrutiny which is essen-
tial in the proper eonduct of these hotels. If
they are not better conducted and if they do
not answer the purpose for which they were
established, the sooner a change is made, the
better, The Honorary Minister will admit
that the amount of ecapital involved should
call for better control.

Hea. R. H. UNDERWOQOOD: Your ruling,
Mr. Chairman, was ecorrect. There will be
ample opportunity on the State hotels vote to
disenss the details in regard to management.
B¢ far as the accountant himself is concerned,
it is admitted that there is no cause for com-
plaint. The officer is not overpaid, and if an
hon. member were doing business with him he
wonld find that the officer was courteous and
that the business would be well done. So far
aa his association with the Fire Brigades
Board is concerned, that can be discussed on
the Treasurer’s Estimates, and before that
time arrives T will take the opportunity of
reading the file and seeing what the
Auditor General bas to say. The Ieader
of the Opposition said that I was pass-
ing staff back-handed to members. Al
T did was to hand the Estimates of the State
trading eoncerns to the member for Roehourne
and these Fstimates are on the Table of the
House,

Hon. P. Collier: Did you not pass him the
halanee sheet of the State hotela?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: No, I have not
got it here,

Hou. W, . Angwin: It should have been
on the Table.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: fThat point
also can be raised in its proper place. The
question now is whether we want a man to
manage these hotels and do no other work, or
whether the accountant is still to look after
them. T think we can take a wvote on that
without further discussion.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: I want to know
whether the Government intend to take any
notice of the vote whickh was corried in con-
neetion with this matter last session. With
regard to the officer, T have no donbt he grives
every satisfaetion, and it is regrettable that
his position should be attacked because other
work has heen forced on him by the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Foley: Some of these officers build a
fence of necessity around themselves.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: In this case the
State hotels were under the control of another
department before they were handed over to
the acecuntent ie the Colonial Secretary’s De-
partment, but seeing that Parliament decided
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last session that a man should be appointed to
give his whole time te the management of the
hotels, the Government should have carried out
the wishes of members. The Government hav-
ing failed to do so, the blame must rest with
them. When we look through the Celonial
Secretary’s Estimates and see the number of
sub-departments there, we must come to the
conclusion that the accountant bhas quite
enough work to do without attending to the
State hotels. Tf there are to be economies,
it should be the accountant’s duty to point out
wher they can be made, but if we overload
the officer with work, we cannot expect him to
do that, I do not think there is any necessity
for the amendment, becauss Parliament has
already decided what should bhe done.

Mr, HOLMAN: This officer is so over.
worked that apparently he is responsible for
the fact that his Estimates had to be printed
twice.

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
biame for that.

Mr, HOLMAN: It is & part of this officer’s
duty to attend to the State hoteld. On the
29th October, I nsked several questions of the
Premier with regard to this officer, and one of
them was as to the number of days he was
absent from his own duty, and tBe reply was
one working day and also 17 days when he was
ingpecting hotels, which was part of his duty.
Tn that case, I contend we can discuss his
work as accountant for the State hotels. The
Treasurer is in his seat now and I would like
to know from him whether it was this officer’s
fault that the Estimates had to be printed
twice. Would the acecountant in the Colonial
Secretary’s office be responsible for the Esti-
mates?

The Colonial Treasurer: The Under Secre-
tary is responsible,

Mr. HOLMAN: Was this officer acting
Under Secretary at that timef

The Colonial Treasurer: No.

Mr. HOLMAN: That point is cleared up.
The Under SBecretary may be respongible for
the Estimates, but does not the accountant
manipulate the firures$ That would come
through the hands of the ac¢countant, The de-
bate we previously had in regard to this officer
was exclusively devoted to his connection with
the Btate hotels, and I claim that we are jus-
tified in stressing the point again this year.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

He wounld mot be to

Ayes 18
Noes .. 20
Majority against .. 2
AYES,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Jones
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lambert
Mr. Chesson Mr. Mullany
Mr. Collar Mr. Pilckering
Mr. Daviles Mr. Rocke
Mr. Duff Mr. Troy
Mr. Folay Mr. Walker
Mr. (3reen Mr. Wilicock
Mr. Holman Mr. O’Logblen
(Teller.}
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Nogs.
Mr. Broun Mr. Maley
Mr, Brown Mr. Money
Mr, Draper Mr. Naliro
Mt. Gardiner Mr. Pilkington
Mr. George Mr. R. T. Roblnson
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Tessdale
Mr. Harrison Mr. Thomson
Me. Hickmott Mr, Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. Willmott
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Hardwick
(Tclier.)

Amendnient thus negatived.

Mr. HOLMAN: Owing to the fact that
there are so many additiopal officers in this
dopartment this year, it will be necessary to go
down the Estimates item by item. I wish to
protest against the manner in which the work
is beirg carried on in this départment; a
policy of drift overshadowa it all. Last year
the votes in this department were eXcessed by
over £5,000. I object to this mothod of doing
business. The accountant ig to a great extent
responsible for the condition of affairs in the
department, because it is his duty to point
out the weaknesses. Of course, he cannot do
this if he is absent from his office, looking
after the State hotels. If he is paid as ae-
countant he should do the work of the account-
ant, he should be required to carry out the
duties attached to the position; instead of
whieh, we have temporary assistance afforded
for the carrying out of his work while he goes
about the country visiting the State hotels.
He attends also to other outside duties, all of
which take him out of his proper sphere. The
expenditure in each of the sub-departments
under the Colonial Secrefary has been in-
creased year by year. I protest against
those increases. The Government should take
8 keener interest in the work of the depart-
ment. When the Under Secretary is away his
duaties devolve upon the accountant, whose own
duties are in turn handed over to temporary
officers, In these circemstances it is not eur-
prising that this officer should be so fre-
quently away from his degk, It may be that
the accountant is a very capable officer and
would satisfactorily discharge his duties if he
had not so much outside work to attend to.
We should be informed how many oificers in
the department are directly under the eontrol
of the aecountant, I enter my protest against
the present method of earrying on business in
the Colonial Secretary’s Department. Appar-
ently some of the officers in the department
are able to take the Colonial Becretary by the
wool and lead him wherever they desire. The
accountant was away in the Eastern States
for quite a lengthy period a couple of years
ago. During that time he received anything
from £150 to £200 from the Fire Brigades
Board alone. He was again ahsent from hia
offico for a similar period of time this year.
If he is responmsible for the smpervision and
control of State hotels and the Tourist Branch,
it ig jmpossible for him to give satisfaction in
both places, There iz more than encugh for
him to do properly in the Tourist Department
alone. Beeause of the many positions he
occupies he must eome in for eriticism in con-
nection with them.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. R. H. Underwood: You are gquestioning
him now as an accountent,

Mr. HOLMAN: I am quoting from the Civil
Service List.

Hon. R. H, Underwoed: X am quoting from
the Estimates.

My, HOLMAN: It is set down in that liat
that he is responsible for State hotels and
the Tourist Department. It is impossible for
him to carry out his duties as accountant, snd
supervise these other gervices as well. Ha
should be compelled to keep in his office and
do the work of that office. Although last year
it was set down on the Estimates that this
officer was to receive £360, the Estimates now
show that he received £420. For the sake of
this officer we shounld see that too many duties
are not thrust upon him. I plead with the
Honorary Minister to make some announce-
ment that will tend to soften the fears of the
Committee that this officer will be overworked.

Hon. R. H, Underwood: He will not be over-
worked.

Mr. HOLMAN: In view of that assurance,
and knowing the officer myself, I think we can
lot the matter rest there. Between the Honor-
ary Minister and the Colonial Secretary I
believe this officer will receive that protection
which he now needs. I hope the Government
will carry out the promise of the Honorary
Minigter that this officer will not be given too
much to do, and will be allowed to stay in his
own office. He has to look after the account-
ancy work of 20 branches. Had he been at his
post in his office he would have been able to
supervise the expenditure and save the State
a considerable sum of money. Owing to his
repeated absence the drift has set in and he
has been unable to control his work. We are
here afforded an example of the methods by
which the work is sluommed over in this de-
partment. It will be my endeavour to effect
reforms as soon ag the opportunity occurs.

Mr. GREEN: I endorse the remarks of the
member for Murchison. I regret that the
attempt to reduee this item failed, especially
after the good case which had been made out
by the hon. member., We cannot stress too
much the fact that this officer holds several
positions, and that it is impossible to find him
in his place,

Hon. R. H. UUnderwood: That is incorrect;
he is a very good officer.

Mr. GREEN: T do not say he is not a husy
man, or that he has neglected his duties. My
charge ias that he has too many jobs.

Hon. R, H. Underwood: Give me an instance
in which he has neglected his work.

Mr, GREEN: He is not found in his offica
on occasions, This officer is not capable of
carrying out several jobs at omee. He goes
into the country on many occasions for weels
at a time. How, therefore, can he fulfil the
Auties of aceonntant?

Hon. W, C. Angwin: An aceountant who
has to examine in many distriets shounld he
well paid.

Mr. GREEN: If he has to go to Bunbury
in connection with fira brigade sceounts, how
can he look after his work in the department?
The duties he should be relegated fo are those
con;aeted with the "aecountancy position he
holds.
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Item, Clerks, £4,067.

Mr. HOLMAN: Why has there been this
large increase? The business done by the
country to-day is not to be compared with
what has been done in the past, and yet we
are employing & larger number of clerks. We
are drifting to the bad to the extent of
£100,000 a wmonth., Much of this is due
to these increases.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: What increasesi

Mr, HOLMAN: This increase from 17 to
21 clerks, for instance.

Hon. R. H., Underwood: I told you what
this is dwe to.

Mr. HOLMAN: Last vear we had an in-
creage of £5,000 over and above the Estimates
in connection with eclerks. This slipsbod
method of doing business is characteristic of
the department. Where is the necessity for
these extra clerks? Last year there was an
increase in the accountaney branch of from
eight clerks to ten, I daresay that the fail-
ure to separate the clorka this year is designed
to cloak over the inerease. Why are there
21 clerks this year as against 17 last year and
15 the previous year?

Hon. B. H. Underwood: I have told you
three or four times.

Mr. HOLMARN: If that is so, the Houorary
Minigter’s explanation is far from clear. Why
the increase of six clerks over the year 1916-
17% In view of the condition of the finauecs,
and in order to test the feeling of the Com-
mittee, I move an-amendment—

That the item be reduced by £700.

If we continue on present lines, the burdsn of
State and Federal taxation will be more than
the people of Western Australia can bear,
especially having regard to the large inereases
in the prices of commodities, " Last yoar the
expenditure on these two items was £7,130;
this year it is to be ‘about £7,700; and there
are increases in other items also. Let us be
agsured that the public money is not being
frittered away and squandered. At present
the Premier is in sole control of the Estimates,
and no doubt he takes them in his usnal lack-
adaisical manner; doubtless there iz in the
Government offices the same absolutely in-
competent and careless condnct of public
business as there is in this Chamber. As to
extra eclerical assistance, it is difficult to
draw a reliable comparison, because the items
shown lagt year are also lumped thig year.

Mr. JONES: Will the Honorary Minister
state exactly where the increage in the num-
ber of clerks has taken placet If the incresase
has been rendered neceasary in order to per-
mit the aceountant to manage the State
hotels, it is economy of a most peculiar char-
acter.

Hon. R. H. GNDERWOOD: I have ex-
plained once or twice that two of these clerks
eome from the Medical Department, the re-
cord branches of the two departments hav.
ing been amalgamated. There is alge pro-
vision made for officers on leave, and for tem-
porary officers filling the places of permanent
officera who have gone to the front.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Honorary Minister’a
explanation is not even correct. In the Health
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Department there
through,

Hou. R, H. Underwood: There is inereased
work in that department.

Mr. HOLMAN: Of course. But what makes
the increase in the work¢®

Hon. R. H. Underwood: New legislation;
for instance, that dealing with venereal dis-
ease.

Mr. HOLMAN: And that inereased work
is shown in the accounts branch?

Hon. R. H. Underwood: Ne.

Mr, HOLMAN: We ghould have an expla-
nation of the increased expenditure in the
Medical Department. Last year we were told
that the increase of two clerks in the accounts
branch was due to increase of work. But the
fact is that the accountant is allowed to gal-
lop around the country while these additional
vlerks do the work which he ought to be do-
ing, The Honorary Mirister states that men
are kept in the department to fill the places
of permanent officers who are at the Front,

Hon. R, H. Underwood: No. I said that
provision is made for sveh permanent officers
in cage they shonld return, in the hope that
they may return, this year.

Mr. HOLMAN; If the Honorary Minister
had any knowledge of the department, he
would be able to explain where the inereased
work comes in, However, I draw attention
to the state of the Committee.

are  increases  right

[Bells rung; a quoerum formed.]

Mr. HOLMAN: I am pleased to know
there is a quorum, but no Minister is pre-
sent to take charge of these Estimafes. In
sueh circumstances they must take a little
longer than under ordinary conditions. I
do not intend to be choked off by the fact
that there is an incapable Minister in charge
of the department, or in charge of the Dsti-
mates here. The policy of the Government
right through hag been and is to allow under-
strappers to conduct the business of the
State, or else to let the business go hang and
drift on without eontrol or supervision; and
that is the reason why the country is accu-
mulating guch a deficit. Tf we had in control
of State affairs the keen men of business acu-
men of whom we hear so much, things would
be in a different condition altogether. The
Hounorary Minister by his explanation has,
either wittingly or unwittingly, absolutely
misled the Committee, Indeed, the Honorary
Minister merely repeats like a parrot what
has been written down for him, possibly by
the very officer who is being criticisad.

The Minister for Works: The Honorary
Miniater eannot possibly know all the details
of the Estimates.

Mr. HOLMAN: A Minister in charge of
Estimates should be compelled to digest
them, so as to be able to inform the Commit-
tee what they are and what they mean.
When a Bill is snbmitted they bring aleng
an understrapper to help them explain the
provisions of it. The time has arrived when
Ministers should be compelled to study their
measureg more than they do.
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The Minister for Works: Yon would have
to relieve them of a Jot of administrative
duties,

Mr. HOLMAN: Parliament has become a
farce and a disgrace and no work is bheing
done.

The Minister for Works: Each member
should control himself and set a good ex-
ample.

Mr. HOLMAN: And the Minister for
Works should be the first to act on the ad-
vice he gives.

The Minister for Works: I admit that.

Mr. HOLMAN: Every member is entitled
to have supplied to him all the information
possible regarding the expenditure of publie
moneys, If Ministers cannot do that, we
might as well pass the Egtimates en bloec, T
have no desire to prevent business being
done; T want to mssist Ministers by pointing
out defects. But when ar hon. member asks
for information the Minister in charge of
the Estimates walks out of the Chamber. It
would be a simpler matter if 50 copies were
made of the information which is given him
in typed form and this could be distributed
amonpgst members. That would save a lot of
trouble. The absence of administration has
been responasible for the increase in the num-
ber of clerks in thie department, and the rea-
son why I move the amendment is that we
must take a stand somewhere. No private
employer would countensnce such a thing.

The Minister for Works: Neither does the
Government.

Mr. HOLMAN: If the Minister for Works
were in charge of this department I would
have every respect for him as an administra-.
tor. X would like to see him there for a
month,

The Colonia! Treasurer: We have reduced
the number of clerks there by 12,

Mr, HOLMAN: When was that done? If
the Treasurer explains the matter I will take
hia word.

The Colonial Treagurer: The Public Ser-
viee Commissioner and the Under Treasurer
have just concluded their work in that de-
partment.

Mr. HOLMAN: Then it has just
done.

The Colonial Treasurer: Yes. It was fin-
ished last Tuesday,

Mr. HOLMAN: That shows what 2 little
c¢common sense can do in the way of curbing
the debate here. Why could not I get that
information before? With the assurance
given by the Treasurer that there is to be
a reduction of clerks here, I shall be quite
satisfied. But when we see increases year
after year, we are justified in protesting.
Now I hope to have the assistance of the
Treasurer in carrying the amendment I have
moved beeause it will be bound to help him.

Hon. P. Collier: Having received the ex-
planation, yon will not go on with the amend-
ment.

Mr. HOLMAN: If we carry the amend-
ment it will help the Treasurer.

Amendment put and negatived.

been

[ASSEMBLY.]

Item, Extra Clerical Assistance, etc.,
£4,067,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Will the Minister
explain what amount has been set down for
extra clerical assistance and also for mes-
sengersi

Hon, R. H. UNDERWQOD: I have not the
exact information in regard to that point,
but I can tell the hon. member that there is
an extra messenger thia year,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: He comes under the
messenger’s exchange.

Mr. Holman: I have already smid it wounld
be better to have all the information typed
and distributed amongst members.

Item, Clerks, temporary labour,
£1,647.

Mr. PICKERING: I want an explanation
ag to whether there in an amount under this
heading to provide for a portion of the sal-
ary of the Chief Protector of Aborigines, If
members refer to last year’s Estimates, they
will see that there is an asterisk at the foot
of the page which says, ‘‘Also Secretary of
Immigration.”’

Hon. R. H. UNDERWQOD: The items in
this vote should never have been combined
when the Estimates were drafted. As a
matter of faet the messengers’ exchange has
nothing to do with immigration. The Chief
Protector of Aborigines is Secretary for Im-
migration, but he gets no pay for the latter
position. There is an officer of immigration
(Mr. Crawcour) who is at present secretary
of the Patriotic Fund, and he is paid out of
the immigration vote. Mr. Long is the cor-
respondence and records clerk in the immi-
gration office and his time is fully occupied
in the Aborigines and Fisheries Department.
If I have anything to do with these Esti-
mates next year, I will see that they are pre-
pared differently. With regard to immigra-
tion, there is still a little work being doane;
we are advancing something on fares and
taking nominations, but it is impossible to
get passages from the other end.

Mr. BROWIN: I shonld like some further
information in regard to immigration. What
is the immediate policy to be¥ It geems to
me the sum of £1,647, provided for immigra-
tion and other matters, would not pay for a
decent advertisement for the State. In view
of the material alteration in the affairs of the
world during the past few weeks I think it is
time we had & Ministerial statement as to what
is to be done in respect of immigration. It
is of no use sitting down and wasting time for
another 12 months when we know that, of all
the Australian States, we most urgently re-
quire population.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The policy of
the Government is to get as many immigrants
as possible; on the other hand, the poliey of
the Government is not to waste money. As
a matter of fact, the Agent General desires
to open an immigration officc in London, but
wa realiso that there are no immigranfs to he
bhad at the present time. When the war is
over, it will take at least & year to repatriate
our own men. Ministers are enthusiastic in
regard to immigration, but it is not worth
while spending money on it just mow.

ete,
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Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: It ip on the Loan
Estimates that we should be discussing this.
The Minister says the Agent Generai is
anxions to open an office in London. Is it
not a faet that the Agent General has advised
the Government that there is no chance of
gotting British immigrants for mary a long
day, and has he not also advised that the best
place in which to get immigrants in the future
will be America?

Hon., R. H. Underwood: The Agent Genaeral
bas made no recommendation in regard to
America, although he may possibly have ex-
pressed an opinion on the matter.

Hon., P, COLLIER: This is not the item
on whick we should be debating the policy of
immigration. The Honorary Minister says it
is the policy of the Government to secure as
many immigrants as possible. I believe that,
within the next year or two, the Government
will be able to get practically an unlimited
number of immigrants. But is it the poliey
of the Government to introduce immigrants
into Western Australia regardless of the facili-
ties for absorbing them? There is im the
‘¢British Augtralasian’' a standing advertise-
ment to the effect that The Government of
Western Australia have made arrangements for
the introduection of 25,000 immigrants in the
first year, and a greater number each sueceed-
ing year. When the question was discussed in
the House recently the Premier denied the
accuracy of certain statements to similar effect
which had been ascribed to the Agent (emeral,
and said that there was no justification for
the advertisement. Has anything been dome
by the Government to set the Agent General
right. and take out the advertisement? Tt
would be a false and cruel policy to hold out
to the people of Great Britain inducements to
come to this State in vnlimited numbers, and
then have to admit that we were unable to
place them. .

Hon. R. H. Underwood: T have just said
that we will look after our own men first,

Hon. P. COLLIER: But the advertisement

sets forth the anxiety of the (Gtovernment of
Western Australia to secure 25,000 immigrants
per annum, It i3 not right that such an ad-
vertisement should appear when we know that
the statements made in it are untrue. The
Government have not taken any steps to pro-
vide for the absorption of 25,000 immigrants
per annum.
Hon. R. H. Underwood: We do not intend
to. ’
Hon. P. COLLIER: Well, has the position
been explained at Home and, if se, what has
been done to set the Apgent Gemeral right in
this matter?

Hon. B, H. UNDERWOOD: The Agent Gen-
eral has been written to again and again, and
the position explained to bim. We realise
that we must repatriate our own men before
we deal with immigrants. It is also realised
that we cannot get immigrants at present.
The Agent General is well aware of the posi-
tion. From time to time we hear doleful tales
ahout the financial position of the State. This
Btate is so for developed aa to be able to carry
almost deouble its present population. Until
we get a large increase in population we must
continue to meet with flnancial troubles. Our
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only recovery will be by a large increase in
population. I am sanguine that when we move
again this State will be able to absorb 25,000
immigrants per snnum. When the demobilisa-
tion is effected and all our men are back again,
this State is going to be the premier State of
Ausgtralia, and those leaving here to-day for
the East will be coming back again and bring-
ing others with them. I say this because, un-
doubtedly, we have the greatest possibilities
for development. Also we have no war indus-
tries and g0, unlike the other States, we will
not feel the loss of those war industries when
the war is over. The Government are not going
to spend money uselessly in getting immigrants
hefore we can place them.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Observatory, £1,660: .

Mr. MALEY: It has been stated over and
over again that even though a motion to amend
the Estimates be carried, no motice is taken
of it, and the item is allowed to continue in
its original form. On motion by Hon. Frank
Wilson the Observatory vofte was struck out
in 1916, yet the vots still appears on the Esti-
mates. ‘

Mr. O'Loghlen: It was saved last year.

Mr. MALEY: After it had been ineffectu-
ally cut out in the preceding year. I ligtened
with admiration to the eloquent address by
which the memher for Eanowna saved this
vote last year, notwithstanding which I think
that the Goveriment "Astromomer would be
‘better employed dealing with scientific prob-
lema on earth than in ‘cataloguing the stars.
I move— :

That the vote be struck out. )

Question put and a division taken with the

following result:—

Ayes .- .. .- .. 10
Noes .. .. .. .. 25
Majority for .. .. 15
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lambert
Mr. Broun Mr. Maley
Mr, Chesson Mr. Mullany
Mr. Foley Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Gtreen (Teller.)
Mr. Hickmoft
NoEs.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Money
Mr. Brown Mr. Plckering
Mr. Colller Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr. Davies Mr. Rocke
Mr. Draper Mr, Teesdale
Mr, Duff Mr. Thomson
Mr, Gardiner Mr. Troy
Mr, George Mr. Underwood
Mr. Grlfiths Mr, Walker
Mr. Holman Mr. Willcock
Mr, Hudson Mr. Willmott
Mr Jones Mr. Hardwick
Mr, Lotroy {Teller.)

Vote thus passed.

Vote—Public Gordens, £1,591: .

‘Mr. BROWN: Why are all these gatdensrs
not put under one heading, so that we may
know what they are costing the State? We
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find _gardeners appearing in various places
in the, Estimates, the total expenditure on
them being £4,250. T trust that next year the
Estimates will be submitted in a clearer form
than they are to-day. ,

Hon. R, H,. UNDERWQOOD: I deo not
know that we conld do much better than this,
The head gardener is the man who is in charge
of the men. The wages that are paid are in
connection with the seven or eight gardens in
gnd around the eity of Perth,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Contingencies, £6,585:

Item, Head office and branches, £4,490.

Mr. HOLMAN: This item last year was

shown as £5,700, whereas the expenditure was
£9,436. Why is this?} In 1913-14 the total
expenditure under this heading was only some
£1,800, but last year the cost was nearly
£10,000, There must be something wreng
about this, beecamse the incidental items set
down here are practically the same as were
shown last year.
-"Hen, R, H. UNDERWOOD: The explana-
tion of the increase last year is that there
were many outstanding accounts at outstations
which had not been allotted to their proper
votes. These outstanding accounts were then
gllotted in the proper manner, and the
amounts credited where they belonged. There
were also changes in various branches last
year. This year the printing is put in another
part of the Estimates, whereas previously the
printig for the Colonial’ Secretary’s Depart-
ment appeared under this heading, the amount
involved being about £1,500. The expenditure
for this year is likely to be about the same
as that for last year, with the exception of
the ountstanding .accounts to which T have re-
ferred. T assore the hon. member that the
greatest possible care has been exercised. The
officer’s very position compels him to use the
utmoet care in serotinising all expenditure. As
T pointed out in introducing these Estimates,
they are £5,000 less than last year's.

Mr. TOLMAN: The Colonial Secretary’s
Department was just as important four or
five years ago as it is to-day, and probably
it was then better organised and hetter man-
aged, The expenditure to-day is more than
double what it was four or five years ago.
Why the increaset?

Hon. R. H. Underwood: There iz not an in-
crease.

Mr. HOLMAN: There ia an inerease from
£13,000 to £27,000.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: Last year’s expen-
diture was £1,000 less than the previous
vear's expenditure.

Mr. HOLMAN: The expenditure jumped
last year, and we should know the reason.
There must be laxity in administration. It is
time Ministers met in Cabinet and delegated
the best business head among them—possibly
the Colonial Treasurer or ¢lse the Minister for
Works—to examine into the question of ex-
penditore. I trust the Honorary Mimister will
get from the accountant, and furnish to this
Committee, o detailed explanation of the large
inecrease in the expenditure. The presentation
of these Estimates ig very unsatisfactory.

. [ASSEMBLY.)

For example, *‘‘Public Gardens’’ appears:
twice.
Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD: I contend

that the expenditure on these Estimates is.
lesa by £5,000 than last year’s, It ia all very
well for the hon. member to pick out an item
here and there, but beyond any shadow of
doubt the total estimate is £5,000 less than
last year. .

Mr. Holman: Not the expenditure, but
merely the estimate, is lower.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD: The expcudi-
ture has not yet been incurred.

Mr. Holman: I want an assurance that in-
creased expenditnre will not be incurred.

Hon. R. H, UNDERWOQOD: It is useless
for the hon.'member to say that the expendi-
ture is not less. Tt is lesa.

Mr. HOLMAN:; The Honorary Minister
would do well to keep cool, and speak fair,
and not try to mislead the Commitiee, Last
year’s vote was £20,828 and last year’s ex-
penditure was £32,297, or about £3,000 more
than the vote, Although this estimate is
shown- as £5,000 less than last year‘s expendi-
ture, what guarantee have we that the vote
will not be excessed in the same way as last
year’s was. Let the Committee stress their
determination not to allow excessing to go on
year after year,

Item, Tmmigration, advances for passages
of immigrants from other States, ete., £90.

Mr. PICKERING: Having regard to the assur-
ance already given by the Honorary Minis-
ter regarding immigration, I desire from him
a .further assurance that he will review immi-
gration literature before it is broadeasted in
other States and at Home. It is well known
te all who have come in contact with immi-
grants that many people were brought out
nnder- false promises, that they were misled
by unreliable literature.

Hon, W, , Angwin: That has not occurred
for many years,

Mr. PICKERING: I do not accuse any par-
ticular Government in this connection.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Is not the hon, mem-
ber out of order? This item refers to immi-
grants from the Eastern States, not immi-
grants from the Old Country.

The CHATRMAN: What is your point, Mr,
Pickering?

Mr. PICKERING: I want a further agssur-
ance from the Honorary Minister in connec-
tion with the matter of immigration.

Ttem, State Labour Bureau, rail fares,
£1,600.

Mr. SMITH: This item apparently repre-
sents an amount provided for railway fares
to be advanced to men proceeding to the
country to obtain work—a very desirable
form of assistance. I understand that the
men are expected to refund the amounts of
such fares.

Mr. Holman: Over 80 per cent. iz Tepaid.

Mr. SMITH: How much was advanced al-
together, and how much was refunded alto-
gether, last year? Last year we voted £1,450,
which was exceeded by nearly £400; and the
year before we.passed an amount of £1,500,
which was exceeded by mnearly £1,000. Can-
not the deparfment make. a closer estimate?
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Are deficiencics in refunds written off each
year, or are efforts made to enforce Tpay-
cent? I have known cases of men who have
had their fares advanced and have o]:rtmned
fuirly good billets, but have not repaid, and
never will attempt to repay of their own ac-
cord, the amounts of their railway fares.

Mr. LAMBERT: My experience ig that if
.one applies for the advance of a railway fare
0 a man, oné has to guarantee that the amount
will be repaid. In eertain cases I have my-
+elf had to pay the amount.

The Minister for Mines: I have guaranteed
very many men, and very few of them have
turned me down. ‘

Mr, LAMBERT: That may be so, but 1
have oceasionally had the misfortune to be
planted. Since members are frequently called
upon to give personal guarantees to the State
Lahour Burean in this connection, they should
be informed exaetly how the business is
worked.

Hon, R, H. UNDERWOOD: In reply to the
member for North Perth the percentage of
repayments is 80 to 81,

Mr, Smith: What beecomes of the moneyf

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The refund is
paid into revenze. In regard to the position
generally, the department endeavours to col-
lect momey wherever possible. The praetice
of the department is to provide a railway
fare if they are satisfied that this per-
son is likely to pay back the money
and ho has employment to go to. Cases
have happened where men have had no work
to go to, but they represent that if they can
get to a place they are sure they can obtain
work. It is unfair for members of Parlia-
ment to puarantee these fares. ¥ have often
asked the Seeretary for Railways to guar-
antee & man a fare and he has done so at
his own risk, but I will never ask him to do
go for a man who I do not think will pay.

Mr. LAMBERT: My experience is that the
department requires 2 guarantee and unless a
personal guarantee is given they will not
grant a fare.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: As far as the
eollection is eoncerncd, if a man does not re-
funrd, the police are communicated with, they
obtain the man’s address, a letter is written
asking for repayment and in one or two eases
summonses have been issned. A lot of money
is collected through the police,

Mr, WILCOCK: It is a matter of little
difficulty to get a fare advanced at the Cen-
tral Labour Bureau but it iz impossible to get
advances at branch labour bureaus. Wher-
ever there is a branch of a State Lahour
Burean the same procedure should be adopted
a3 at the head office, I shonld like an aseur-
ance that this proecedure will be adopted in
the future at outside offices.

Mr. ANGELO: The Minister has pointed
out that the refunds amount te 80 per cent.
T take it, therefore, that the cxpenditure in
this connection would be something like
£200 when the refunds are credited to re-
vemne. , The estimate for.the coming year
would also be about £200.
case, it is most gatisfactory., However, it
is A misleading way of placing the items oo
the Estimates,

If that is the.
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The Minister for Mines: The eatim&_ted re-
venue is shown at the foot of the Estimates.

[Mr. Foley took the Chair.]

Hon., W, C. ANGWIN: [ am surprised to
hear that the officials of the Labour Bureau
compel members to put up a guarantee. For
years it was 2 rule not to accept members
as guarantors because it is difficult for mem-
bers to refuse. It has been the practice for
many years that no member of Parliament
should be accepted as guarantor, and that
rule was made wher the present Speaker was
Colonial Seeretary. In many instances a
man gives an order on his employer, but if a
member will guarantee no order is likely to
be given on an employer.

Mr, LAMBERT: I hope the Miniater will
take a note of the suggestion and see that
Kalgoorlie and other places where there are
branch labour bureaus are brought into line
with the central bureau. It is hardly fair to
saddle members of Parliament with guaran.
tees, especially if a man has employment to
go to.

Hon., R. H. UNDERWOOD: I will bring
the matter under the notice of the Colonial
Secretary and ask him to speak to the secre-
tary of the Labour Bureau on the matter. 1
will not say that what members ask will be
granted beeause there are certain safeguards
that have to be looked into.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Aborigines, £4,960:

Mr. PICKERING: I ghould like an ex-
Planation on this vote, The Chief Protector
of Aborigines in 1916-17 was receiving £312
a year. He was granted an inerease of £120
which brought his salary up to £432. This
year the officer is reeeiving £552, Why is
there an increase on last year’s vote? There
is a met inerease on this year’s vote of
£1,200. I ses no justification for the in-
crease,

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD: This officer has
been classified. When Mr. Neville took over
in 1912 the position was classified and it was
ruled by the - Public Service Commissioner
that he was entitled to the minimum of his
class. There were two years’ back pay,
which made the increase last year. He is
now on his correct classified salary.

Mr. PICKERING: This officer received
the appointment in view of the great saving
that was to be effected. Now we find that
the officer is to get an increase of £112 a
year,

Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD: This was a
classification made by the court. Parlizment
has practically nothing to do with the mat-
ter. .

Mr. PICKERING: Was the increase ra-
trospective?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD: Yes, neither the
House nor the Minister has anything to do
with the matter. Of course, Parliament .can,
amend the Public Service Aect. :

Mr. GREEN: Last year the Minister. said.
the officer had been increased and the mini-
mum was fizxed at £412. Yet ho was paid as
Chief Protector, £432, The amount placed
on the Estimates for 1917-18 was £552.
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Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD: If T said £412,
it was a mistake; £312 was the amount as
seeretary for Immigration, When the officer
was appointed Chief Protector of Aborigines
he was placed on the classification for that
office. The minimum was £432 and the maxi-
mum £552.

Mr., SMITH: This year the secretary and
clerks are mixed up together, and although
there is an increase of from £660 to £828, we
are not informed how much the secretary is
getting.

Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD: The secre-
tary’'s salary has been inereased by £24. The
late secretary was degraded and put into
agnother place and a new secretary was ap-
pointed. That officer came from the Water
Supply Department, his salary at that time
being £336. There is a clerk there now who
was paid last year from ‘‘temporary labour,
ote.’’

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Fisheries, £5,657:

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: Will the Minister
explain whether the offices of secretary of
Aborigines and Fisheries were combined?

Hon. R. B, UNDERWOOD: The amount
appearing on the Estimates as the secretary’s
salary should not be shown there. As a mat-
ter of fact half of it should be on the Abori-
gines Vote,

Mr, Pickering: Is he getting any extra
pay?

Hon, R. H, UNDERWOOD: No.

Item—Repairs and overhauling, s.s. ‘‘Tor-
rens,’’ £1,000.

Mr, ROCKE: It seems to me that this is a
large sum of money to spend on a boat which
is only of a few tons register and is very old.
It is an unwise expenditure unless, of course,
the Government have a guarantee from the
company to whom she is chartered that the
expenditure will be recouped.

Hon. R. B, UNDERWOOD : The cost will be
about £950. The ship was lying at Shark Bay.
The Government gave up the fishing business
and the ship was computed to be worth £600,
but we could not get £200 for her. We made
her seaworthy and put in a new boiler and
leased her with the right of purchase to the
eompany now controlling her—a company
which is fairly solid finaneially, and at the end
of the year that company has the right of
purchasing the vessel for £1,600. If they do
not purchase her, I feel confident we will get
even more than that from other sources. There
is also a handy trade that can be done by that
vessel between the northern ports.

Mr. Green: What is her tonnage?

Mr, Rocke: About 40 or 50 tons.

Hon. F. E. 8, Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): More like 200 tons.

Hon. R. H  UNDERWQOD: The company
arg paying 614 per cent. interest-on the £1,600.

Hon, P. Collier: Whe made the arrange-
ment?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Mr. Aldridge,
with the cousent of the Treasurer and myself,
1§ tf_eel confident it was a good business trans-
action.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. ROCKE: The Minister bas not told us
whether the Government have a guarantee that
they will be able to recoup themselves, If the
boat were put up for sale it would not fetch
more than £500.

Hon. R. H, Underwood: My opinion is we
could sell the ship to-day for £2,000.

Mr, ROCKE: It was originally used for
towing dredges on the Torrens, and for some
vears afterwards was towing barges up the
Swan river, and no vessel of 200 tons has ever
been up the Swan river.

Vote put and passed,

Vote—Gaols, £20,135:

Ttem, Sugperintendent Fremantle Prison,
£456. )
Mr., JONES: I do not pretend to under-

stand these Estimates, and if the Government
had laid themselves out to puzzle me they could
not have succeeded better. I am anxious to
assist the Government wherever I c¢an in the
way of effecting economies and econsequently
I intend to move in the direction of deleting
the first item, namely the Superintendent of
Fremantle Prison, £456. 1 am satisfied we
bave an excellent man in the present Comp-
troller General, and vnder that officer the
chief warder conld perform the work required
in Fremantle gaol. The average number of
prisoners in the Fremantle gaol during the
past 12 montha has been 175. That includes
Rottnest. At the present time the number ia
mueb below that; I do not think it exceeds
120, It would be easy for the Goverament to
abolish the post of superintendent. If the
Government e¢xpect by the introduction of
sedition Acts and other infiammatory measures
to fill the gaol, they will not support the
amendment, but taking inte account the sym-
pathetic treatment prisoners are receiving,
and the way in whichk the Atforney General is
endeavouring to follow in the paths of his
predecessor, I do not anticipate the number
of prisoners at Fremantle will increase in the
future. On the contrary with reformatory
prisons throughout the State, I believe that
the numbers in the gaol will be considerably
reduced. The gaol itself is not suited for any
prisoner who needs human treatment. At the
present time T believe the gaol is overrun with
vermin. That is only to be expected in a
building of its age. But there is more of the
human spirit in the gaols of Western Aus-
tralia than in the gaols of any other State of
the Commonwealth. At the present time the
superintendent iz merely providing men with
the opportunity of trying dangerous experi-
ments. This is a matter about which one can-
not spcak in publie, hecanse to go into details
in regard to the numerous escapes from Fre-
mantle gaol, would be perhaps to give infer-
mation to the so-called crimipal Ppublie, and
that is not desirable. During the regime of
the present superintendent, seven or eight ae-
tual escapes have taken place and a great
many more have been attempted. One can
bet long odds on the fact that there are men
inside that prison who, if they get a chance
will try to escape, and the chance will be pre-
gented by the experiments of the present super-
intendent. Take one matter alone, the guards
or sentries who are posted inside the gaol
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Many experiments have been tried in eon-
nection with the guards. The present super-
intendent has confessed his inefficiency, in
that he bhas infeormed the whole State that he
would not be surprised any morning to find
that all the prisoners had escaped. A little
.time ago two prisoncrs, Feldman and O’Hal-
loran, attempted to escape.  They obtained
the revolver from the guard on night duty
and, having shut the warder in a cell, they
proceeded downstairs to obtain a reserve key
which the suvperintendent, evidently thinking
of the convenience of eseaping prisoners, had
directed should be placed iu a glass-fronted
box. Fortunately the chief warder hed turned
a deaf ear to the instructions of the asuperin-
tendent and neglected to place the key in the
box, and, consequently, Feldman and O’'Hal-
loran did not find the key. Some of these
days the predietion of the superintendent re-
lating to a general escape will be fulfilleqd,
and it will be owing largely to the dangerous
experiments to which the superintendent ap-
pears to be wedded. We do not want an ex-
perimental superintendent in control of the
gaol. I move—
That the item be struck out.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD: T ask the Com-
mittee not to agree to the amendment. The
superintendent has been considered & good
and capable officer for many years past, and
it is only reeently that we have heard any
adverse criticism in regard to him. It is true
there have been some escapes, and that some
experimental work has been done. Experi-
mental work in prisons is very necessary, for
only by that means can we secure improve-
meonts. In regard to the cscapes, it must be
remembered that the premises are obsolete
and that we have not the money with which
to build a new gaol. Moreover, with a view
to economy the staff has been eut downm, I
fear below actual requirements. Xecently
threc additional warders have been put on,
one for each shift of eight hours.

Amendment puf and negatived.

Item, Clerks, storekeeper, surgeon,
lains, ete., £11,479.

Mr. ROCKE: According to this item, there
are 11 officers fewer than last year, notwith-
standing whiech an increase of £572 is shown.
If this increase represented increments in sal-
aries, every officer would have received an
inerease of at least £30 per annum. Of courge
we know that this is not the position. I should
like an explanation of the increase.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The inerease
is largely dwe to a mumber of temporary offi-
cers having been put on, in addition to which
there are the additional three warders I have
referred to. There are eight temporary war-
ders. Last year there were 61 officers, where-
ag this year there are 54.

Mr. Rocke: I do not think the explanation
clears up the discrepancy.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : There are eight
temporary warders and three more warders than
there were last year. Some who were on the
permanent staff last year have gone, and tem-
porary officers have taken their place,

Mr. JONES: Why have so many of the tem-
orary officers gone? 1 think if the Honorary
ﬁin.istor would' tell us what he knows he would
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say that they have gone as a result of the ox-
periments of the Superintendent.

Hon. R. H, Underwood : T am not in the habit
of giving untruthful information,

Vote put and pessed.

Vote—Harbour and Light, £19,639 :

Mr. ROCKE: Is there anything here which
should be chargeable to the Bunbury Harbour
Board for work they should be doing? The
board attend to the pilotage, while the Railway
Department attends to the handling of cargo,
The harbour hag been used by less than one ship
per week for the first six monthe of this year. In
my opinion the de}mttment of Harbour and Light
is quite capable of undertaking the work carried
out by the Bunbury Harbour Board, and there
is no justification for the exiatence of the bhoard,

Hon. R, H, UNDERWOOD : There is nothing
charged to the Bunbury Harbour Board here.
Before the Board could be abolished there would
have to be passed an Act of Parliament. I would
not be inclined to re-appoint that board, as I
consider that the work can he dome equally as
well by the department. Unlesa the board is
appointed, however, the dues cannot be colleoted.
The harbours, rivers and jetties all are mixed up
so far as their control is concerned. We have
the Fremantle Harbour Board on their own,-and
the Bunbury Hatbour Board on their own, where-
as Busselton, Geraldton, Albany, Port Hedland
and Ravensthorpe are run by the Railway De.
partment. The rest of the jettiee of Western
Australia are run by the Harbour and Light- De-
partment, with the exception that we have re-
cently handed over to the Public Works Departt-
ment the Wyndham jetty. We should have one
system oontrolling all harbours, jetties, wharves,
and rivers of the State. I have been getting in-
formation from the Eastern States on this point,
but the only satisfactory State is South Australia.
So far as the Fremantle and Bunbury boards are
concerned, they are a law unto themselves, end
neither Parliament nor the Government can con-
trol them, The only thing we can do is, at the
expiration of three years, to appaint new members
to the boards.

Mr. Rocke: s it correct to say that the Har-
bour and Light Department contro] the harbours
of the North-West, with the exception of Wynd-
ham ¢

Hon. R. H. Underwood : Yea,

Vote put and passed,

Vote—Inspection of liquor, £600;

Mr, BROUN: There are many hotels in West-
ern Austrolie, and it is impossible for one excise
officer to supervise them all. In some of these
hotels the liquor sold ie unfit for human consump-
tion. Instead of the Government reducing the
number of excise officers to attend to this work.
they should have increased them. Why has the
reduction been made ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: This work haa
been taken over to a great extent by the Govern-
ment health inspectors, who are now inspectors
of liquor ag well as health inapectors. It is con-
tended thot we are getting better inspection for
less expenditure by this means. I think the
whole thing should be handed over to the Health
Department, for this after all is a food question.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The point is, are these
health inspestors qualified to act as liquor in-
spectors 7 Instead of reducing the number of
inspectors of liguor it should be inoreased, Par-
ticularly has there been need for stricter super-
vigion and a greater amount of inspection of
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liquor during the past year or two, when the
quality of liquor has of necessity been of & re-
duced standard. Some of the would-be reformers
might devote their attention to this point, In-
atead of howling in the wilderness about pro-
hibition and other impossible things, they should
bring their influence and orgsnisation to bear
upon sceing that & better standard of liquor ie
supplied to the general public. In that way they
would achieve better results than they have in the
past. The inspection of liguor in Western Aus-
tralia has been a farce. There is one hotel in the
back country at whioh two men have committed
suicide, owing to the effect of the vile drink dis-
pensed there.  Inspection of liguor does not
exist in the outlying parte of the State. As re-
gards inspection in Kalgoorlie, so soon as the
inspector has boarded the goldfields express in
Perth, the fact is known in Kalgoorlie. After
spending four or five days in Kalgoorlie, the in-
apector departa, and it i8 known that he will not
return for another six montha.

Mr. Broun: Private persons should be per-
mitted to take samples of Liquor,

Hon. P. COLLIER : Increased expenditure on
liquor inspection would mean deereased eoxpen-
diture under the Lunacy Vote.

Mr. Smith: Where does the bad liquor come
from ?

Hon. P. COLLIER ; Sinee the war, old, dis-
carded stocks have been dug up and put into
consumption,

Mr. Broun: Do the inspectors travel all over
the country ?

Hon. W. C. Angwin :
health inspeoctors,

Hon. P. COLLIER : Inspection of liguor by
health inspectors would mean more effective in-
spection in the metropolitan erea and in Kal-
goorlie, But I could name dozens of centres,
eapecially on the goldfields, where inspection of
liguor does not take place more than once a year,
The thing ia & perfect farce. In the interests of
the general public, this work should be tightened
up. There is not & hotel-keeper in the State who
cares a enap of the fingers for liquor inapectors.
In the country hotels they will eupply any brand
of whisky one asks for; they will supply brands
which have not besn procurable for years; the
stuff is manofactured * while you wait.”

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is a good move on
the part of the Government to appoint the health
inspectora as inspectors of liquor. Under this
arrangoment the country distriote will receive
more attention than previously.

Mr. Broun: But are there not numercus small
centres which are not under the Health Aet ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Not except in the back
blocks, and those centres were never visited by
the two liquor inspectors. Tmagine one of the
two liquor inspectors visiting Halls Creek ! Liquor
inspection by health inspectors will mean cheaper
work and more effective work. The health in-
spectors have to pass examinetions and obtain
certificates of competenoy. Morsover, with the
Inrger number of inspectors it will be possible to
shange the inspector's district from time to time ;
and if an unknown man is sent along for the pur-
pose it will not be known that liquor inspection is
about to take place. And there is not the least
doubt that the health inspectors will prosecute
when thoy dissover bad liquor. When the Health
Aet is agein amended, local health inapectors, if
qualified, should be given power to inaspect liguor.
The local health inspectors are all qualified men,

Yes, the Government
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who have passed examinations, except a few,
who held positions as health inspectors when the
Act was passed, and who were taken in without
examination, This is important in that we will
have not only better supervision but we shall also
be able to effect a considerable saving in salaries,

Mr. DUFF : T have bad an opportunity of seeing
the new inspectors at work and can speak in terma
of praise of their activity. I waa sorry to hear
the remarks of the leader of the Opposition who
stated that it was almost impossible to go into a
bar in Perth or in any town in the State with.
out coming across bad liquor,

Hon. W.C. Angwin : I eay it is all bad.

Mr. DUFF: The liquor trade is being well
looked after. I watched ome of the inapectors
a$ his work at Westonia the last time 1 waa there.
Ho went behind the bar to the surprise of the
publican and took samples in as complete & manner
a8 any iospestor had ever done before. We have
able and sober inapectors, and they do their work
fearlessly, and I am sure the trade will be looked
after as it has never been looked after before.

Mr, PICKERING : I support the member for
Beverley, more capecially after hearing the re.
marks of the member for Claremont. When ons
who is intereated in the trade gives the inepectors
such & testimonal ag he gave them, one must lock
on the testimonial with suspicion.

The Colonial Treasurer: Why? Cannot the
member be honest in his opinion ?

Mr. PICEERING: I will withdraw the re-
flection if it is considered that I have cast one.
What I meant to say was that when we find that
the inspections which are made are approved by
the trade there is cause for an examination of the
position.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : Who approved of it ?

Mr. DUFF: The trede never approved of it.

Mr. PICKERING : I take it that the contess
at Claremont was won more or less on this question.
I support the member for Beverley, because we
have had ovidence that in the past the men did
their work satisfactorily, and moreover thie ia not
the primery work of the health inspector. In view
of the increased prices of spirits and the reduced
quantity, it is imperative that we should have
atricter supervision, .

Mr. BROUN : Whilst I admit it i3 a good move
to appoint health inspeotors to carry out the duties
of excise officers, we cannot get away from the
faot that there are centres where these officers
will not visit. The health inspectors will go into
the towns which are under the Health Aot and
carry out their duties there. Places like Corrigin
and Bruce Rock, where there are State Hotels, will
not be visited by the officers,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Every part of the State
comes under the Health Aet.

Mr. BROUN : If that is the case, I am satisfied
with the explanation given by the Honorary
Minister.

Mr. NATRN: 1 do not wish to say that the
appointment of the various health inspectors is
not a good move; I think it is, because we shall
have more frequent inspections, but I would not
like a feeling of security to be created, becaunse
o8 the member for Claremont has pointed out,
all that a health inspector might be axpected to do
would be to discover the alcoholic strength of
liguor. The use of & hydrometer in no way indi-
cates the quality of liquor which is being tested :
it only tests the alcoholic strength, and that is a9 far
a8 the health inspector may be expested to go. T
hope the department will not consider that by the
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appointment of these inspectors they hewve com-
pleted their work, beceuse they have not. In-
spections should begin at the Customs house, and
the warehouses. Very little inspection of liquor
ever takes place at a warehouse. Probahly there
is not much occasion for inspection there, but all
the same, there are occagions where inepections
would be justified, and we might be able to trace
the defects there at the source before distribution.
With the nppointment of more inspeotors and the
use of the laboratory some good resulta might
accrne. We know that the law does not permit
the sale of spirit below 25 per cent, under proof.
One conscientious man might be selling epirit
26 per cent. under proof and is almost certein to

be prosecuted, Yet that spirit mey be of the

highest quality, and the other man selling & much
inferior article, and keeping it within the alecholio
strength, goes scot free. So that inspection with-
out & laboratory is useless. We must not trust
too much to the value of the health inspectors
beyond the fact that they will make more fre-
quent inspections. They will take samples more
frequently, and if they submit those to the labor-
atory there is every reason to believe that good
resulte- will follow. I heve for long held the
opinion that it should be permissible to sell aleohol
at any strength, provided it is marked on the
bottle. I agree with the leader of the Opposition
that there is room for a great deel of improvement
in the system of ingpection.

Hon. P. Collier: Do you not think it would be
advisable to reduce the strength all round ?

Mr. NAIRN : I think so, but at present there
is the legal barrier, providing for a certain slcoholic
strength.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Lunacy and Inebriates, £30,276—agreed
to,

Vote—Medical and Public Health, £14,800 :

Ttem, Public Hospitals—Frementle, Mainten-
ance, £5,000.

Mr. ROCKE:  Incidents occasionally occoer
which make one wonder whether this money is
being used for the bencfit of the poor and afflicted.
Qne, James McGowan, was received at the Fre-
mantle Hospital for trestment of injuries sus-
tained in a railway accident. After a most casual
examination, the man was turned out as suffering
from nothing more than a bruised leg. He was
refused admiseion to the hospital, notwithstanding
his appeal for & more thorough examination. He
has sinee died &8 o result of internal injuries which
the cursory examination to which he was suh-
jected failed to reveal, In reply te questions
which T asked in the houee, it was stated that the
extent of his injuries was a bruised leg, and that
consequently he was not a fit subject to be detain-
ed in the hospital. Three times have I asked for
a report on the case, three times hae that repors
been promised, and three times have thase pro-
mises failed to be fulfilled. Tf the hallmark of
toil is to be & bar to admission to our public hos-
pitals it is time inquirtes were mede, I hope the
Minister will explain this matter.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : There is not a hospital
in the State better managed than is the Fremantle
Public Hospital. My only regret is that the
Government 18 months age should have seen fit
1o out down the vote. Since {hen the institution
has had to rely largely on the people of Fremantle
for assistance. Of eourse, those in charge of our
hospitals are not infallible, and mistakes some.
times occur,  For several years I was a member
of the board of management of the Fremantle
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Public Hospital, and I have never known of a
patient being turned eway who should heve been
admitted and for whom & bed was available. Of
course, a patient cannot be admitted i there be
no bed aveilable for him.

Mr. Rocke: This man was refused admittence
on the ground that he had no injurics beyond a
bruised leg.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Therc may have been
no bed availabls, On the other hand, & mistake
may have been made. I am aorry the hon. mem-
ber should have occasion to lodge his complaint,
because the Fremantle hospital 18 one of the best-
managed hoapitels in the State.

Mr. ROCKE: I have made no reflection on
the management. But I want to know some-
thing more about the turning awsy of this man
who has since died ae the result of his untreated
injuries. I first asked for a report in, I think,
April of this year. That report is not yet forth-
coming.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : After long ex-
perience T find these hospitals are fairly well run.
It would be an extraordinary institution if no
complaint at all could be made agsinst it. I am
afraid it is not possible for me to obtein the report
the hon, member refers to.

Mr, ROCKE : The Minister for Worke, when
acting leader of the House, promised the report,
and the Premier, on his return from the Eastern
States, also promised that it should be furnished.

Hon. R. H, UNDERWOOD : Tf such a report
is obtainable I shall have it laid on the Table
within the next few days.

Item, Assisted hospitals, grant in aid of main.
tenance, buildings, additions, eto., £9,000.

Mr. HARRISON : I want to know if there is
an amount here for the long awaited hospital at
Merredin. We fully expeeted that the hospital
would have been ready to reccive patients ero
this. That ie a centre which is served by various
railways.

Hon. P. Collier: This will come under the head-
ing of new hoepitals.

Mr. HARRISON : Then there is ihe gquestion
of nurses’ quarters at Westonia. Does that coma
under this item ? If so, may I ask the Honorary
Minister when the matter will be finalised ¢

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : This is a matter
which comes under the Public Works Depart-
ment. I am sorry 1 have not the information for
the hon. member,

The Colonial Treasurer : There is & sum of £400
set down for maintenance,

Ttem, General Hospitals, £2,650.

Mr. SMITH : How much money is apent an-
nually in the eradication of mosquitoes? I gee
there is alsc an item in this connection on
snother page of the Estimates.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : I think that it is
vsual to set apart £100 & year for this purpose.
In my opinion the money is wasted. It is chiefly
used in connection with putting oil on the stagnant;
pools about the Causeway.

Ttem, Wooroloo Sanatorium, £14,000.

Mr. SMITH : I understand that this institu.
tion is launching out in etud eattle breeding, and
the breeding of pigs. If that is s0, the Committes
should be informed on the point. If, as has been
stated, the cows are only of inferior quality, it
is a waste of money to have a pedigreed bull, Tt
is also undesirable that piga should be bred at an
inatitution of this kind,

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The institution
musah have milk. At the time the herd waa started
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it was impossible to get good cows, but an effort
is being mede to build up the herd. The cows
which sre there are good milkers,

Hon. P. Collier: Is the produce from the herd
for the use of the institution, or is it sold ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : It would be quite
easy to sell the bull calves if the quality of the
cows waa better, which I trust will shortly be the
cage. The farm at whioh the cows and pigs are
kept is fully two miles from the institution, and
ia Tun on first class lines, We are only doing
what we did laat year in this respect, and are
spending something like £300 in an endeavour to
improve the herd. '

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Homes, £20,683 :

Item, Contingencies, £15,600.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T desire the Honorary
Minister's assurance that as the result of the
inquiry by & Royal Commission some two years
ago improvements have been effected in the
management and conduct of the Old Men’s Home,
A long series of recommendations was made by
the Royal Commirsioner, the late Mr. Jull, one
being that, as the master had failed, a medical
man sheuld be placed in charge of the institution.
The Government of the day did not take that
view, and I do not wish to say anything further
regarding the masters work. I do not know,
a3 o fact, whether or not he has improved. [
recognise that in an institution of this kind, where
numbers of people are gathered together, there
is bound to be cause for at any rate a limited
number of complaints, and that no suoh institu-
tion can be run to the perfect satisfaction of every.
body concemed, One recommendation by Mr,
Jull' to which the Government ought to have
given, but have not given, effect, is the appoint-
ment of a visiting committee, such as obtains in
oonnection with practically every institution of
this nature—lunatic asylums, gaols, and hos
pitels. At present any complaint by inmates
of the 014 Men's Home has to be made to the
persona who are practically the complainants’
controllera, Inmates should be afforded the
opportunity of submitting complaints to an in-
dependent body, such as the proposed visiting
committce. Thers would be no cost to the coun-
try, and satisfaction would be given to a number
of inmates,

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD: I do not ad-
minister the Old Men’s Home, and therefore can-
not undertake to say that & visiting committee
will be appointed. I agree, however, that such a
committee does good. It has undoubtedly given
considerable satisfaction in connection with the
Old Women's Home, and thia without occasion-
ing the Heslth Department any troubls, I feel
pretty confident the Colunial Secretary will offer
no objection to the appointment of euch & com.
mittee for the Old Men's Home. The leader of
the Opposition has my entire sympathy in this
matter. As regards the home generally, we are
pushed for room, and lack some necessary facil-
ities, Anotber good big ward is needed, and a
better system of bathing and washing.  Since
the report of the Royal Commisgioner, the number
of attendants haa heen incressed. We cannot
possibly allow a little cost to stand in the way
when such a question arises. Mr. Milner is now
head of the institution.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am aware that Mr,
Milner is now in control of the Old Men’ Home,
but I trust the Honorary Minister will teke a
pote that this officer should visit the institution
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frequently. I am advised—whether correctly or
not, I do not know—that he visits it only once a
quarter, Having regard to the condition of
things existing—according to the Royal Commis-
sioner's report, s shocking condition, and a dis
grace t0 Western Awstralis—end having regard,
further, to the fact that the master then is the
master now, there is quite evident great need
for frequent visits by Mr. Milner. Ae to the
visiting committee, I hope the Honorary Minister
when arguing the matter with the Colonial Secre-
tary will find himself in his most stubborn mood,
for in reply t0 a question here I was informed
a little time ago that in view of the altered
management and in view of the reforms which
had been effected a visiting committee was not
considered necessery.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Heslth Section, £24,454:

Item—Allowance to Commissioner (including
arrears, £48), £216,

Hon. P, COLLIER: What is the explanation
of this allowance ?

Hon. R. H, UNDERWOOD : It is an allow.
ance at the rate of £168 per annum made to the
Commissioner while acting as Principal Medical
Officer and also as Bacteriologist and Pathologist,

Hon. P, Collier : Tt is in addition to his salary ?

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD : Yes. The former
Bacteriologist and Pathologist received £680{ per
snnum. This allowance is really an overtime
payment, and is thoroughly warranted.

Hoen, P. COLLIER: I own at once that the
Commissioner of Public Health is an excellent
officer, and during the past year or two has been
& hard-worked one. But the principle of allow-
ances on the ground that the recipient is doing
extra work outside hia official hours is & bad prin-
ciple. Overtime work and night work cannot go
on indefinitely. This covers two years allow-
ance, It is an instance of how schemes for amal-
gamation never work out according to anticipa-
tions. When the Principal Medical Officer retired
it was shown how several hundreds of pounds
were to be saved, but it is only a matter of two
or three years when increasea place the succeeding
officer in the same position financially aa the re-
tired official, The understanding was that thers
was t0 be a saving of £200 a year, but there will
be no saving if Dr. Atkinson is to draw the ealary
that Dr. Shearman wase receiving. These allow.
ances are always given to the higher paid officials ;
by no circumstances whatever do we see sllow-
anoes for extra work given to officers receiving
£200 & year. All these allowances come the way
of officers highly placed, and drawing big salaries.
I could find many officers drawing low salaries
who should be receiving sallowances for extra
work.

Mr, Teesdnle: Ia this one year's allowance ?

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD : It is cne year's
allowance, bringing the aalary up to £1,020. If a
man is working overtime he generally gets time
and a guarter or time and a half. There is no
shadow of doubt that Dr. Atkinson is working
overtime,

Hon. P. Collier: He ia not the only one,

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD: No, but others
are getting overtime,

Hon. P. Collier: No,

Hon.R.H. UNDERWOOD : When the Scaddan
Government were in power and Dr. Hope resigned,
Dr. Atkinson filled the position, and it wag decided
to have & Principal Medical Officer corntrolling all
hospitals and o Commissioner of Public Health,
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but we could not get suitable men, therefore we
let the old syatem go.

Hon. P. Collier : Dr. Atkinson started at £650.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : I think it was
£800. There are engineers receiving £1,200 and
£1,500 & year. We require doctors high up in the
profession. At present any doctor could leave
the service and earn in private prectice three
times the money he is receiving,

Mr. WILLCOCK : Have inspectors heen ap-
pointed under the new Act? There ts necessity
for taking action.

Hon. R. H, UNDERWOOD: The work of
inspectors is being done by the police. 'We have
appointed some inspectors, The Act reguires
smending but it 8 doing some good. The ques-
tion of introducing an amending Bill is under
conaideration, but we want to elose hefore
Christmas, and although we would like to bring
in one or two amending Bills it will not be pos.
gible, There are amendmenta to the Shops and
Factories Act, Early Closing Aet, and other Aots
required, but I do not think time will permit of
them being brought forwerd.

Hon. P. Collier: The Shopa and Faotories Bill
is coming forward ?

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD: That Bill is to
be brought in if there is time.

Voto put and passed.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported,

House adjourned at 11-40 p.m.

Lcegislative Council,
Thursday, Yth November, 1918,

The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 3.0 pm .
and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘‘Minutes of Proceedings.’’)

SELECT COMMITTEE STATE CHILDREN
AMENDMENT BILL.

Extension of Time.
Hon. W. KINGSMILL: {Metropolitan)
[3.0]: T move—

That the time for bringing up the report
of the select committee be extended to Wed-
nesday, 13th November,

The examination of witnesses and the delibera.
tions of the committes have extended 2 good
. deal further than we thought would be the
cage when we firef undertook our task, I
trust, however,. that when the report is pre-
sented—and it will undoubtedly be ready for
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presentation next Wednesday—it will prove
that the committee have not wasted any time,
and that they have worked fairly strenuously.

Question put and passed.

BILL—FRUIT CASES.

Second Reading.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister)
[3.5] in moving the second reading said:
There is no standard size for frait cases in
this State, and consequently cases of all sizes
and dimensions are sent forth, and s person
ordering a case of fruit has no guarantee that
the quantity of fruit packed in that case is
the quantity that he ordered. This is most in-
advisable. Last summer, when tomatoes were
being sold in cases, it was found that those
cagses were two inches shorter and one inch
narrower than the uswnal size of cases. This
variation in the size of cases is unfair to the
purchaser, and also o the honest packer, who
uses larger sized cases, The standard imperial
bushel case is one which has a capacity of
2,223 cubic inches, When the Western Aus-
tra]lan growers send fruit to the Eastern
Stﬂtes they have to conform with the Case
Acts in foree in those States, and it has hap-
pened in the past that on account of our cases
not being of standard measurements the fruit
has had to be repacked in other cases on arrival
in the East, Consequently there has been
extra cost to the growers of this State.

Hon, J. Duffell: Has that actually takem
Mace owing to the-size .of the casef

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
Tt has, The fruitgrowers of Western Aus-
tralia are alive to the advantages of n Case
Act, and they passed resolutions at their last
three conferences requesting the Government
to take action in the matter. The Bill pro-
videa for the standards for fruit cases to be
prescribed by regulation, and it is the inten-
tion that these standards shall conform with
the Eastern States’ regulations, and shall com-
prise one bushel, half bushel, and quarter
bushel sizes only, with the exception of an
over-sized tropical case for bananas, pine-
apples, etc., and trays, punnets, ete., for soft
and small fruits. T would draw hon, members’
attention to the typewritten list which has
been supplied with the Bill, showing the dimen-
sions of the cases. This list of mensurements
will be a guide to hon members. Clauge 1
provides that the date on which the Bill will
come into operation shall be postponed until 2
rensonable peried has elapsed to allow of pre-
sent stocks being used wp. This will take more
than 12 months, and the 1st July, 1920, is

* congidered a suitable date on which the meas-

ure shall come into force.
Hon. R. .J. Lynn: Well, why worry about it
now?

Hou. C. . BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
If we leave it until next session we will atill
have to give ample notice, and the date for
hringing the Bill into force will have to be
further extended. The distant period is neces-
sary, so 28 to give ample time to the people
holding stncks to get rid- of those stoecks.
Clause 3 refers to the fruit to be s01d in stand-
ard cases, and reads, ‘‘Except as hereinafter



